
STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME

Hello Family and Friends:

...another Sunday...

...and...

...some Stuff that Seemed Interesting at the Time...

All the best…

Don

What Stuff is Different in Stuff

Well folks, you will notice I’m getting this “Stuff Newsletter” to you several ways.

 I’m sending a link via my old system. The link takes you to Wordpress where there is a PDF file to open

 I’m posting this on Wordpress. In the future you can go to wordpress directly to check and see if there
any new postings. The site is http://donturner.wordpress.com/ . You can also set up a RSS feed that
will notify you when there is new postings

 Finally, I’m also sending this via Feedblitz – which is a control distribution system. It formalizes the
“opt in” that I’ve always put in the Disclaimer of Stuff, if you don’t want to get this, just send me a
“thank you, but no thank you” email.

We’ll continue experimenting until I get a system that fits the way I do my Voodoo.

Hope you enjoy it – should be fun this election time.

STUFF TABLE OF CONTENTS
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A NOTE ON “STUFF”

Folks, “stuff” is now back as a blog – I will post every Sunday. I may even post short
little “ditties” during the week when compelled.

For a few months I will send out a notification. However, after that you will simply have
to go the website at your convenience. Please note, if you want to be notified
whenever there is a new posting, I’ve also included directions for an RSS feed that will
notify you automatically.

It has been a five month hiatus that was badly needed yet only increased my appetite
for finding interesting “stuff.” With the pending election, exponentially increasing
energy crisis, continuing war on terrorism, discovery of new planets outside of our solar
system, new revelations about Stonehenge, etc – I’ve got a lot to say these days.

As a blog it is easier for me to publish. Why? Just easier for me to process and – frankly
– I maintain my position that I create this weekly diatribe for me. As an intellectual
catharsis, an emotional catholicon, and a spiritual revivification or so the story goes.

I remember when I started this “Stuff” over thirteen years ago as a personal intellectual
adventure. It started with the fact that I am a voracious reader and a student of pretty
much everything in the Universe. As such, with the intent of finding a way to “process”
– i.e., synthesize – all of the stuff that I read and studied I wrote notes about it.
Sometimes would just copy it down, other times would add my editorial thoughts –
what I liked/disliked about the subject, what I learned, what I thought, what new
questions were raised (ED: as any intellectual journey will inevitably produce), what
questions I still had.

Well, one day my brother saw it and asked for a copy. My reply was, “Are you sure? it is
just eclectic thoughts – not even sure it makes sense at times” but wanted and received
he did. Then he showed someone else and they showed someone else and after awhile
I had all of these email requests from folks who wanted to read about stuff they might
not normally read about – in other words “stuff that seemed interesting at the time.”

Over time, this newsletter somewhat took on a life of its own.

Poetry (ED: long time readers know of my love for the Bard), the sciences, politics, social
dynamics, technology, space, DNA, nature…



…I could go on and on. Fact is, there is so very much to learn in this Universe and so
very little time to learn it. Unfortunately, the way it seems to work is that more I study
the more I realize how little I truly know. I’m reminded of what one of my intellectual
acquaintance, Socrates, who said:

“One thing only I know, and that is that I know nothing”

Nonetheless, as appropriate will continue to make changes in how I do this Voodoo I do
– but for now I hope you enjoy some time each week seeking and embracing stuff that
seemed interesting at the time. I leave you with this thought:

“The greater our knowledge increases, the greater our ignorance unfolds.”

~ John F. Kennedy

CINDY MCCAIN – UNTOLD AMERICAN STORY STUFF

Michelle Obama – you know of the only
“recently” proud of her country Michelle –is
getting a lot of press from the mainstream
media.

What about John McCain’s wife Cindy?

Haven’t heard anything?

Hmmm, seems like there is a little “censoring”
going on here doesn’t it?

There was an article in the Wall Street Journal
(17 Apr 08) on Cindy McCain, John's wife. All we ever see is this attractive woman
standing beside John. There is virtually no coverage of how talented and involved with
world problems she is.

Following are some facts from the article:

 She graduated from Southern Cal and was a special-needs teacher.

 After her Dad died she became involved with his beer distributing firm and is now the chairwoman.
Sales have doubled since she has taken over from her
father.

 They have a marriage prenuptial agreement, her assets
remain separate. She is involved around the world
clearing land mines - travels to these countries on a
detonation team and service on their board.

 They have a 19 year old serving in Iraq, another son in
the Naval Academy, a daughter recently graduated from
Columbia Univ., an adopted daughter in high school, and
a son who is the finance guy at the beer firm.

 Raised kids in Phoenix, Az rather than Washington D.C.
(better atmosphere). He commuted.

 In 1991, Mrs. McCain came across a girl in an orphanage in Bangladesh. Mother Teresa implored Mrs.
McCain to take the baby with severe cleft palate. She did so without first telling her husband. The
couple adopted the girl who has had a dozen operations to repair her cleft palate and other medical
problems.



 They have a Family Foundation for children's causes.

 She's active with 'Halo Trust' - to clear land mines,
provide water and food in war ravaged and developing
countries.

 She will join an overseas mission of 'Operation Smile', a
charity for corrective surgery on children's faces

 She has had two back surgeries and became addicted to
pain killers.

 She talks openly about it which she says is part of the
recovery process.

 I'm surprised the media is so quiet about her attributes.
She sounds more capable than Hillary or Obama. We
would really get two for the price of one.

So, who do we have in Cindy McCain?

A person with business and international experience. A person with a true heart for the
needy – and a track record of “doing something about it.” A person who – upon closer
examination – would be a phenomenal First Lday.

Yet, we don’t hear anything of her. Only Michelle and her “Black Journey.”

Come on you media hypocrites, how about a little effort on Cindy and her “Human
Journey.”

TAXPAYERS VOTING FOR DEMOCRATS STUFF

During this political season let's be reminded of these wise words.

 You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.

 You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.

 You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.

 You cannot lift the wage earner up by pulling the wage payer down.

 You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.

 You cannot build character and courage by taking away people's initiative and independence.

 You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they could and should do for
themselves.

A TAXPAYER voting for a Democrat…

…IS LIKE A CHICKEN voting for Col. Sanders.

AMERICAN BUSINESS TRAGEDY STUFF

Under the heading of “You can’t fix stupid” – I offer you the following facts:

 FORD has spent the last thirty years moving all its factories out of the US, claiming they can't make
money paying American wages.

 TOYOTA has spent the last thirty years building more than a dozen plants inside the US. The last
quarter's results:

 TOYOTA makes 4 billion in profits while Ford racked up 9 billion in losses.

 FORD folks are still scratching their heads.

IF THIS WEREN'T SO TRUE IT MIGHT BE FUNNY!



TRUTH ABOUT ANWR STUFF

First and foremost folks, do you know what ANWR is?

ANWR = Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Now you ask where in Alaska is ANWR? Well, for a little comparison a picture please
Maestro.

Okay, we know it is in northeast Alaska, but exactly how big are we talking about? Glad
you asked Virginia, here is a little perspective.

Please note where the proposed development area is - it's in the “ANWR Coastal Plain.”



Now – and this is where it starts to get fun boys and girls – what do the Democrats,
Liberals, and “Greens” show you when they talk about ANWR? Gosh, you are really
good with these questions today – glad you are sitting in the front today.

Folks, THEY ARE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT - these ARE photographs of ANWR. Isn't ANWR
beautiful? Why should we drill here - and destroy - this beautiful place?

Well – and this where I hate to suggest that the Democrats would ever distort the truth
- that's not exactly the truth.

Do you remember the map? Sure you do. The map showed that the proposed drilling
area is in the ANWR Coastal Plain.

Do those photographs look like a coastal plain to you?

What's going on here?

The answer is simple - That is NOT where we want to drill!

This is what the proposed exploration area actually looks like in the winter.



And this is what it actually looks like in the summer.

Little more perspective? Only if you say please. Okay, here is a pix from Google earth.



As you can see, the area where they are talking about drilling is a barren wasteland.

Oh, and remember the ranting and concerns about the effect on the local wildlife?

Here is a photo - shot during the summer - of the “depleted wildlife” situation created
by drilling around Prudhoe Bay. Hmmm, don't you think that the caribou really hate
that drilling?

Oh, and to throw you cold weather Yankees a proverbial bone - here's that same spot
during the winter.



Now, why do you think that the Democrats are lying about ANWR?

Remember when Al Gore said that the government should work to artificially raise gas
prices to $5.00 a gallon?

Well, Al Gore and his fellow Democrats have almost reached their goal!

NUCLEAR POWER PLANT – U.S. VS. FRANCE - STUFF

While we are on the subject of energy – we were weren’t we – let’s bring up the subject
of nuclear energy. You know that stuff that results from sex between electrons – or as
we Engineers like to refer to as “nuclear fusion.”

Did you know that we import 11 million barrels of oil and 10 million cubic feet of
natural gas each day?

We need nuclear power, period. It would reduce the burden that is inherent in our
vehicle fuel usage.

Now, with that premise, let’s take a look at our energy usage versus France.

In the U.S., the average person is responsible for 338 million Btu’s of energy usage per
year. This accounts for all of the energy that is used in the home and office, as well as in
industrial plants, trucks, and manufacturing plants in the U.S. to produce goods and
perform jobs. The average person in France is responsible for about half this quantity,
using only 178 million Btu’s each year2. Some of this comes from stricter recycling
standards; some of it comes from having different industrial and manufacturing
operations. A great deal of this difference is due to the use of mass transit and other
means of transportation in France.

The 200+ million passenger vehicles in the U.S. travel an average of more than 12,000
miles per year. In France, the 30 million passenger vehicles travel less than 9,000 miles
per year on average3.4.

Given the fact that we have a population of 290 million, while France has a population
of 50 million, this means that we have a higher rate of automobile ownership per person
and that we are driving those automobiles further.

This difference translates into France using one-tenth the oil that we do (20.0 million
barrels per day in the U.S. compared to 2.1 million barrels per day in France) while
having one-fifth of our population

The U.S. is still the leading producer of electricity from nuclear energy, creating over 750
billion kilowatt-hours of energy every year, compared to France’s 414 billion kilowatt-
hours.

However, this amount is only 20% of our total electrical output, whereas France’s
nuclear energy accounts for 79% of their output….

…and we haven’t built a new plant in decades!!!!

In France, as of 2002, Électricité de France (EDF) — the country's main electricity
generation and distribution company — manages the country's 59 nuclear power plants.
As of 2004, these plants produce 99.8% of both EDF's and France's power production (of
which much is exported), making EDF the world leader in production of nuclear power



by percentage. In the same year, 425.8 TWh out of the country's total production of
540.6 TWh was from nuclear power.

France is the world's largest net exporter of electric power, exporting 18% of its total
production (about 100 TWh) to Italy, the Netherlands, Britain, and Germany, and its
electricity cost is among the lowest in Europe.

Now, here’s my point. When we are the only remaining world power, when we are the
most advanced technology developer in the world, when we desperately need to take
advantage of our technology capabilities…

…are you telling me that we can’t “do” nuclear energy better than the French?

I’m not talking about making a crepe or some really light croissants here buckaroo –
though the buttery ones by the drug store on the Avenue des Champs-Élysées are pretty
impressive…

…ahh, but I digress...

I’m talking about managing atoms so they produce what we need now more than ever.

PRESIDENT AND THE WAR - SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT STUFF

This should make you think a little:

There are Lefto’s claiming that President Bush shouldn't have started this war. Yet,
these same historical ignoranmus’ should consider the following:

 FDR led us into World War II.

 Germany never attacked us ; Japan did. From 1941-1945, 450,000 lives were lost an average of 112,500
per year.

 Truman finished that war and started one in Korea. North Korea never attacked us. From 1950-1953,
55,000 lives were lost, an average of 18,334 per year.

 John F. Kennedy started the Vietnam conflict in 1962. Vietnam never attacked us.



 Johnson turned Vietnam into a quagmire. From 1965-1975, 58,000 lives were lost an average of 5,800
per year.

 Clinton went to war in Bosnia without UN or French consent. Bosnia never attacked us. He was offered
Osama bin Laden's head on a platter three times by Sudan and did nothing. Osama has attacked us on
multiple occasions.

 In the years since terrorists attacked us, President Bush has liberated two countries, crushed the
Taliban, crippled al-Qaida, put nuclear inspectors in Libya, Iran, and, North Korea without firing a shot,
and captured a terrorist who slaughtered 300,000 of his own people.

The Democrats are complaining about how long the war is taking.

But wait Virginia…

…there is more…

It took less time to take Iraq than it took Janet Reno to take the Branch Davidian
compound. That was a 51-day operation.

We've been looking for evidence e for chemical weapons in Iraq for less time than it
took Hillary Clinton to find the Rose Law Firm billing records.

It took less time for the 3rd Infantry Division and the Marines to destroy the Medina
Republican Guard than it took Ted Kennedy to call the police after his Oldsmobile sank
at Chappaquiddick.

It took less time to take Iraq than it took to count the votes in Florida !!!

Our Commander-In-Chief is doing a GREAT JOB! The Military morale is high! The biased
media hopes we are too ignorant to realize the facts.

POETRY STUFF

The Tables Turned

William Wordsworth (1770–1850)

Up! up! my Friend, and quit your books;
Or surely you'll grow double:
Up! up! my Friend, and clear your looks;
Why all this toil and trouble?
The sun, above the mountain's head,
A freshening lustre mellow
Through all the long green fields has spread,
His first sweet evening yellow.
Books! 'tis a dull and endless strife:
Come, hear the woodland linnet,
How sweet his music! on my life,
There's more of wisdom in it.
And hark! how blithe the throstle sings!
He, too, is no mean preacher:
Come forth into the light of things,
Let Nature be your Teacher.
She has a world of ready wealth,
Our minds and hearts to bless—
Spontaneous wisdom breathed by health,
Truth breathed by cheerfulness.



One impulse from a vernal wood
May teach you more of man,
Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.
Sweet is the lore which Nature brings;
Our meddling intellect
Mis-shapes the beauteous forms of things:—
We murder to dissect.
Enough of Science and of Art;
Close up those barren leaves;
Come forth, and bring with you a heart
That watches and receives.

TWO MICHELLE ‘S

in case you didn't read this when it originally happened, here
it is in large print. Michelle Malkin was born to Filipino
parents in Philadelphia. She is a prominent conservative
columnist and author, married to a notable economist, who
was a Rhodes scholar, and she has two children.

It couldn't be said any better – Ms. Malkin, you do us proud.

2 MICHELLES, 2 AMERICAS & SHAME vs. PRIDE
By Michelle Malkin

Like Michelle Obama, I am a 'woman of color.' Like Michelle
Obama, I am a working mother of two young children. Like
Michelle Obama, I am a member of the 13th generation of
Americans born since the founding of our great nation.

Unlike Michelle Obama, I can't keep track of the number of times I've been proud -
really proud - of my country since I was born and privileged to live in it. At a recent
speech in Milwaukee on behalf of her husband's Democratic presidential campaign,
Mrs. Obama remarked, 'For the first time in my adult lifetime, I am really proud of my
country, and not just because Barack has done well, but because I think people are
hungry for change.'

Mrs. Obama's statement was met with warm applause from other Barack supporters
who have also apparently been devoid of pride in their country during their adult
lifetimes. Or maybe it was just a Pavlovian response to the word 'change.' What a sad,
empty, narcissistic, ungrateful, unthinking lot.

I'm just seven years younger than Mrs. Obama. We've grown up and lived in the same
era. And yet, her self-absorbed attitude is completely foreign to me. What planet is she
living on? Since when was now the only time the American people have ever been
'hungry for change'?

Michelle, ma belle, Barack is not the center of the universe.

Newsflash: The Obamas did not invent 'change' any more than Hillary invented
'leadership' or John McCain invented 'straight talk.' We were both adults when the
Berlin Wall fell, Michelle. That was earth-shattering change. We've lived through two



decades' worth of peaceful, if contentious, election cycles under the rule of law, which
have brought about 'change' and upheaval, both good and bad. We were adults through
several launches of the space shuttle, in case you were snoozing. And as adults, we've
witnessed and benefited from dizzyingly rapid advances in technology, communications,
science, and medicine pioneered by American entrepreneurs who yearned to change
the world and succeeded.

You want 'change'?

Go ask the patients whose lives have been improved and extended by American
pharmaceutical companies that have flourished under the best economic system in the
world.

If American ingenuity, a robust constitutional republic, and the fall of communism don't
do it for you, hon, then how about American heroism and sacrifice? How about every
Memorial Day? Every Veterans Day? Every Independence Day? Every Medal of Honor
ceremony?

Has she never attended a welcome-home ceremony for the troops? For me, there's the
thrill of the Blue Angels roa ring over cloudless skies. And the somber awe felt amid the
hallowed waters that surround the sunken U.S.S. Arizona at the Pearl Harbor memorial.

Every naturalization ceremony I've attended, where hundreds of new Americans raised
their hands to swear an oath of allegiance to this land of liberty, has been a moment of
pride for me. So have the awesome displays of American compassion at home and
around the world. When millions of Americans rallied to help victims of the 2004
tsunami in Southeast Asia - including members of the U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group that sped from Hong Kong to assist survivors - my heart filled with pride. It
did again when the citizens of Houst on opened their arms to Hurricane Katrina victims
and folks across the country rushed to their churches and offices of the Salvation Army
and Red Cross to volunteer.

How about American resilience? Does that not make you proud? Only a heart of stone
could be unmoved by the strength, valor, and determination displayed in New York,
Washington D.C., and Shanksville, Pa. , on September 11, 2001.

I believe it was Michael Kinsley who quipped that a gaffe is when a politician tells the
truth. In this case, it's what happens when an elite Democratic politician's wife says
what a significant portion of the party's base really believes to be the truth: America is
more a source of shame than pride.

Michelle Obama has achieved enormous professional success, political influence, and
personal acclaim in America. Ivy League educated, she's been lauded by Essence
magazine as one of the 25 World's Most Inspiring Women; by Vanity Fair as one of the
ten World's Best-Dressed Women; and named one of 'The Harvard 100' most influential
alumni. She has had an amazingly blessed life. But you wouldn't know it from her
campaign rhetoric and her griping about her and her husband's student loans.

For years, we've heard liberals get offended at any challenge to their patriotism. And so
they are again aggrieved and rising to explain away Mrs. Obama's remarks.

Lady Michelle and her defenders protest too much.



STUFF THAT MADE ME THINK OF OTHER STUFF

The truth is more important than the facts.

Frank Lloyd Wright

Love all, trust a few.

William Shakespeare

The gods too are fond of a joke.

Aristotle

It is dangerous to be sincere unless you are also stupid.
George Bernard Shaw

We need not think alike to love alike.

Francis David

Middle age is youth without levity, and age without decay.
Doris Day

True friends stab you in the front.
Oscar Wilde

A prudent question is one half of wisdom
Francis Bacon

An ounce of emotion is equal to a ton of facts.

John Junor

A witty saying proves nothing.
Voltaire

Creativity is the sudden cessation of stupidity.
Edwin Land

A.A.A.D.D. STUFF

(gracias Pablo)

Maybe yet another opportunity for UNIVERSAL health Care.

Subject: Are "U" diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D.

Recently, I was diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D. - Age Activated Attention Deficit Disorder.

This is how it manifests:

I decide to water the garden.

As I turn on the hose in the driveway, I look over at my car and decide it needs washing.



As I start toward the car, I notice mail on the porch table that I brought up from the mail
box earlier.

I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car.

I lay my car keys on the porch table, put the junk mail in the garbage can under the
table, and notice that the can is full.

So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the garbage first.

But then I think, since I'm going to be near the mailbox when I take out the garbage
anyway, I may as well pay the bills first.

I take my check book off the porch table, and see that there is only one check left.

My extra checks are in my desk in the study, so I go inside the house to my desk where I
find the can of Coke I'd been drinking.

I'm going to look for my checks, but first I need to push the Coke aside so that I don't
accidentally knock it over.

The Coke is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the refrigerator instead to keep it
cold.

As I head toward the kitchen with the Coke, a vase of flowers on the counter catches my
eye--they need water.

I put the Coke on the counter and discover my reading glasses that I've been searching
for all morning.

I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to water the flowers.

I set the glasses back down on the counter, fill a container with water and suddenly spot
the TV remote; someone left it on the kitchen table.

I realize that tonight when we watch TV, I'll be looking for the remote, but I won't
remember that it's on the kitchen table, so I decide to put it back in the den where it
belongs . . but first I'll water the flowers.

I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit spills on the floor.

So, I set the remote back on the table, get some towels and wipe up the spill.

Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I was planning to do.

So . . at the end of the day:

The garden isn’t watered.

The car isn't washed.

There is a warm can of Coke sitting on the counter.

The bills aren't paid.

The flowers don't have enough water.

There is still only one check in my check book.

I can't find the remote.

I can't find my glasses.



And I don't remember what I did with the car keys.

Later, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I'm really baffled because I
know I was busy all the damn day and I'm really tired.

I also realize this is a serious problem, and I'll try to get some help for it…

..,but first I'll check my e-mail....

Do me a favor. Forward this message to everyone you know, because I don't remember
who the hell I've sent it to.

THIS IS TRUE STUFF

IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN ME: After a policeman in New Plymouth, New Zealand, pulled
over a speeding car, he stepped up to the driver's window and found Mark L. Payne, 20,
sitting in the passenger seat. Payne was adamant he had not been driving, but there was
no one else anywhere near. Payne had been in a hurry because he had to attend a court
hearing -- to face charges of driving while disqualified. He was arrested and brought to
court, where he pleaded guilty to two charges of the offense: the original charge, and
the second one gained on his way to court. A count of drug possession was dismissed so
Payne could join the army. (Taranaki Daily News) ...Actually, it was someone else who
volunteered for the army.

IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN ME: Tellers at the Kitsap (Wash.) Credit Union called police to say
that they had opened an envelope deposited into their ATM and found a suspicious
plastic packet. Tests showed the contents to be methamphetamine, and officers got the
name and address associated with the account. The unnamed 18-year-old woman told
police she "may have" accidentally deposited the meth into the ATM, and was arrested
on a charge of drug possession. (Kitsap Sun) ...A nickel bag saved is a nickel bag earned.

KEEP A LOW PROFILE: When William K. Anderson, 51, stopped by the Lee County, Tenn.,
social services office to apply for welfare, workers there took particular note of what he
parked in the lot: a nice new Hummer H2 with out-of-state tags. They jotted down the
license number and called the sheriff, who found the vehicle had been reported stolen.
Deputies spotted it in a Wal-Mart parking lot, and staked it out until someone got in and
drove away. It was Anderson, who was stopped and charged with possession of stolen
property. "It doesn't pay to apply for welfare while driving a Hummer," said Sheriff Gary
Parsons. (Tri-Cities Times News) ...It could be worse: he could have bought it.

THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT: Northern Territory, Australia, Chief Minister
Paul Henderson has announced a "three-pronged attack" on juvenile crime. "Our
community is paying the price for a small group of kids who don't respect the law, their
parents or the public," he complained. The three prongs: youth camps, guidance
workshops, and seizing the televisions of parents whose kids can't be brought under
control. "Enough is enough," Henderson said. (Adelaide Advertiser) ...Better rethink
that: TV is the only reason most kids stay in at all.

THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR AMERICA’S WOES STUFF

(thanks mb)

Shame on them for not doing what they should be doing…



…shame on you and me for continuing to elect them

…

545 People Responsible For America's Woes

By Charley Reese

Politicians are the only people in the world who create problems and then campaign
against them.

Have you ever wondered why, if both the Democrats and the Republicans are against
deficits, we have deficits? Have you ever wondered why, if all the politicians are against
inflation and high taxes, we have inflation and high taxes?

You and I don't propose a federal budget. The President does. You and I don't have the
Constitutional authority to vote on appropriations. The House of Representatives does.
You and I don't write the tax code. Congress does. You and I don't set fiscal policy.
Congress does. You and I don't control monetary policy. The Federal Reserve Bank does.

One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, one President and nine Supreme Court
justices - 545 human beings out of the 300 million - are directly, legally, morally and
individually responsible for the domestic problems that plague this country.

I excluded the members of the Federal Reserve Board because that problem was
created by the Congress. In 1913, Congress delegated its Constitutional duty to provide
a sound currency to a federally chartered but private central bank.

I excluded all the special interests and lobbyists for a sound reason They have no legal
authority. They have no ability to coerce a senator, a congressman or a President to do
one cotton-picking thing. I don't care if they offer a politician $1 million dollars in cash.
The politician has the power to accept or reject it.

No matter what the lobbyist promises, it is the legislator's responsibility to determine
how he votes.

CONFIDENCE CONSPIRACY Those 545 human beings spend much of their energy
convincing you that what they did is not their fault. They cooperate in this common con
regardless of party.

What separates a politician from a normal human being is an excessive amount of gall.
No normal human being would have the gall of a SPEAKER, who stood up and criticized
G.W. BUSH for creating deficits.

The President can only propose a budget. He cannot force the Congress to accept it. The
Constitution, which is the supreme law of the land, gives sole responsibility to the House
of Representatives for originating and approving appropriations and taxes.

Who is the speaker of the House? She is the leader of the majority party. She and fellow
Democrats, not the President, can approve any budget they want. If the President
vetoes it, they can pass it over his veto.

REPLACE THE SCOUNDRELS It seems inconceivable to me that a nation of 300 million
cannot replace 545 people who stand convicted -- by present facts - of incompetence
and irresponsibility.



I can't think of a single domestic problem, from an unfair tax code to defense overruns,
that is not traceable directly to those 545 people.

When you fully grasp the plain truth that 545 people exercise power of the federal
government, then it must follow that what exists is what they want to exist.

If the tax code is unfair, it's because they want it unfair. If the budget is in the red, it's
because they want it in the red. If the Marines are in IRAQ, it's because they want them
in IRAQ.

There are no insoluble government problems. Do not let these 545 people shift the
blame to bureaucrats, whom they hire and whose jobs they can abolish; to lobbyists,
whose gifts and advice they can reject; to regulators, to whom they give the power to
regulate and from whom they can take this power.

Above all, do not let them con you into the belief that there exist disembodied mystical
forces like "the economy," "inflation" or "politics" that prevent them from doing what
they take an oath to do.

Those 545 people, and they alone, are responsible. They, and they alone, have the
power. They, and they alone, should be held accountable by the people who are their
bosses - provided the voters have the gumption to manage their own employees. We
should vote all of them out of office and clean up their mess.

Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln, how did you enjoy the play?

CHILDREN SCIENCE EXAM ANSWERS STUFF

(thanks roger)

Children's Science Exam Answers

If you need a good laugh, try reading through these children's science exam answers.
Some of them are hysterical.

Q: Name the four seasons.

A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be made safe to drink.

A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes large pollutants like grit,
sand, dead sheep and canoeists.

Q: How is dew formed?

A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire.

Q: How can you delay milk turning sour? (brilliant, love this!)

A: Keep it in the cow.



Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?

A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water tends to flow
towards the moon, because there is no water on the moon, and nature hates a vacuum.
I forget where the sun joins in this fight.

Q: What are steroids?

A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs.

Q: What happens to your body as you age?

A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental.

Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?

A: He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery.

Q: Name a major disease associated with cigarettes.

A: Premature death.

Q: How are the main parts of the body categorized? (e.g., abdomen)

A: The body is consisted into three parts -- the brainium, the borax and the abdominal
cavity. The brainium contains the brain; the borax contains the heart and lungs, and the
abdominal cavity contains the five bowels A, E, I, O, and U.

Q: What is the fibula?

A: A small lie.

Q: What does 'varicose' mean? (I do love this one...)

A: Nearby.

Q: Give the meaning of the term 'Caesarian Section.'

A: The Caesarian Section is a district in Rome

Q: What does the word 'benign' mean?'

A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight



GRAND CANYON MAN MADE FLOOD STUFF

We have a lot of water taken out of our Lake Lanier – a man-made lake north of Atlanta.
The Army Corp of Engineers has made significant progress in taking the lake and turning
it back into a river. Their mismanagement – broken valves, gauges, etc – combined with
the drought has taken the lake down 20 feet.

Consequently, saw the following article and found it interesting.

To put things in perspective the maximum outflow of Lake Lanier was on 26 feb 90 when
they released 9,827 cubic feet per second. Given that there are 7.48 gallons per cubic
foot that means the maximum ever released from the late was 73,505 gallons of water
per second. The maximum in the last year was 8,826 gallons of water per second.

Grand Canyon Flood

PAGE, Ariz. (AP) - Twin torrents of water unleashed from a dam coursed through the
Grand Canyon on Wednesday in a flood meant to mimic the natural ones that used to
nourish the ecosystem by spreading sediment.

"This gives you a glimpse of what nature has been doing for millions of years, cutting
through and creating this magnificent canyon," Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne said
after he pulled the lever releasing the water from Glen Canyon Dam, upstream from
Grand Canyon National Park.

More than 300,000 gallons of water per second were being released from Lake Powell
above the dam near the Arizona-Utah border. That's enough water to fill the Empire
State Building in 20 minutes, Kempthorne said.

The water gushed from the dam into the Colorado River below, creating a churning,
frothy pool that glided past the salmon-colored sandstone walls of the canyon.

The dam is releasing four to five times its usual flow during the three-day flood. The
water level in the canyon will only rise a few feet, but officials hope that will be enough
to restore sandbars on the Colorado River downstream from the dam. Officials have
flooded the canyon twice before, in 1996 and 2004.

Before the dam was built in 1963, the river was warm and muddy, and natural flooding
built up sandbars that are essential to native plant and fish species. The river is now cool
and clear, its sediment blocked by the dam.

The change helped speed the extinction of four fish species and push two others,
including the endangered humpback chub, near the edge.

Shrinking beaches have led to the loss of half the camping sites in the canyon in the past
decade. Since Glen Canyon Dam was built, 98 percent of the sediment carried by the
Colorado River has been lost, Grand Canyon National Park Superintendent Steve Martin
said.

Martin said man-made floods need to occur every time there's enough sediment to do
so—about every one to two years depending on Arizona's volatile monsoon season.

"The science is really clear that's what we need to do," Martin said.



The Grand Canyon Trust, a Flagstaff-based group that has been critical of the federal
Bureau of Reclamation's management of the dam, also is calling for more regular high
flows.

"The power industry is driving the Bureau of Reclamation more than anything else, as
opposed as to what's best for the canyon," trust spokesman Richard Mayol said.

Scientists will document habitat changes and determine how backwater habitats are
used by the chub and other fish. Another study will look at how higher water flows
affect the aquatic food base.

MY RESUME STUFF

My first job was working in an Orange Juice factory, but I got canned. I couldn't
concentrate.

Then I worked in the woods as a Lumberjack, but I just couldn't hack it, so they gave me
the axe.

After that, I tried to be a Tailor, but I just wasn't suited for it - mainly because it was a
sew-sew job.

Next, I tried working in a Muffler Factory, but that was too exhausting.

Then, I tried to be a Chef -figured it would add a little spice to my life, but I just didn't
have the thyme.

I attempted to be a Deli Worker, but any way I sliced it I couldn't cut the mustard.

My best job was a Musician, but eventually I found I wasn't noteworthy.

I studied a long time to become a Doctor, but I didn't have any patients. Next, was a job
in a Shoe Factory. I tried but I just didn't fit in.

I became a Professional Fisherman, but discovered that I couldn't live on my net income.

I managed to get a good job working for a Pool Maintenance Company, but the work
was just too draining.

So then I got a job in a Workout Center , but they said I wasn't fit for the job.

After many years of trying to find steady work, I finally got a job as a Historian -until I
realized there was no future in it.

My last job was working in Starbucks, but I eventually quit because it was always the
same old grind.

GEORGE WILL QUESTIONS OBAMA STUFF

George Will's Questions for Barrack Obama

~ Senator, concerning the criteria by which you will nominate judges, you said: "We
need somebody who's got the heart, the empathy, to recognize what it's like to be a



young teenage mom. The empathy to understand what it's like to be poor, or African-
American, or gay, or disabled, or old." Such sensitivities might serve an admirable
legislator, but what have they to do with judging? Should a judge side with whichever
party in a controversy stirs his or her empathy? Is such personalization of the judicial
function inimical to the rule of law?

~ Voting against the confirmation of Chief Justice John Roberts, you said: "Deciding 'truly
difficult cases' should involve 'one's deepest values, one's core concerns, one's broader
perspectives on how the world works, and the depth and breadth of one's empathy." Is
that not essentially how Chief Justice Roger Taney decided the Dred Scott case? Should
other factors - say, the language of the constitutional or statutory provision at issue -
matter? ~ You say, "The insurance companies, the drug companies, they're not going to
give up their profits easily when it comes to health care." Why should they? Who will
profit from making those industries unprofitable? When pharmaceutical companies
have given up their profits, who will fund pharmaceutical innovations, without which
there will be much preventable suffering and death? What other industries should 'give
up their profits'?

~ Exxon Mobil's 2007 profit of $40.6 billion annoys you. Do you know that its profit,
relative to its revenue, was smaller than Microsoft's and many other corporations'? And
that reducing Exxon Mobil's profits will injure people who participate in mutual funds,
index funds and pension funds that own 52 percent of the company? ~ You say John
McCain is content to "watch Americans' home prices decline." So, government should
prop up housing prices generally? How? Why? Were prices ideal before the bubble
popped? How does a senator know ideal prices? Have you explained to young couples
straining to buy their first house that declining prices are a misfortune? ~ Telling young
people "don't go into corporate America ," your wife, Michelle, urged them to become
social workers or others in "the helping industry," not "the moneymaking industry."
Given that the moneymakers pay for 100 percent of American jobs, in both public and
private sectors, is it not helpful? ~ Michelle, who was born in 1964, says that most
Americans' lives have "gotten progressively worse since I was a little girl." Since 1960,
real per capita income has increased 143 percent, life expectancy has increased by
seven years, infant mortality has declined 74 percent, deaths from heart disease have
been halved, childhood leukemia has stopped being a death sentence, depression has
become a treatable disease, air and water pollution have been drastically reduced, the
number of women earning a bachelor's degree has more than doubled, the rate of
homeownership has increased 10.2 percent, the size of the average American home has
doubled, the percentage of homes with air conditioning has risen from 12 to 77, the
portion of Americans who own shares of stock has quintupled ... Has your wife perhaps
missed some pertinent developments in this country that she calls "just downright
mean"? ~ You favor raising the capital gains tax rate to "20 percent or 25 percent." You
say this will not "distort" economic decision making. Your tax returns on your 2007
income of $4.2 million show that you and Michelle own few stocks. Are you sure you
understand how investors make decisions?



~ During the ABC debate, you acknowledged that when the capital gains rate was
dropped first to 20 percent, then to 15 percent, government revenues from the tax
increased and they declined in the 1980s when it was increased to 28 percent.
Nevertheless, you said you would consider raising the rate "for purposes of fairness."
How does decreasing the government's financial resources and punishing investors
promote fairness? Are you aware that 20 percent of taxpayers reporting capital gains in
2006 had incomes of less than $50,000? ~ You favor eliminating the cap on earnings
subject to the 12.4 percent Social Security tax, which now covers only the first $102,000.
A Chicago police officer married to a Chicago public-school teacher, each with 20 years
on the job, have a household income of $147,501, so you would take another $5,642
from them. Are they under taxed? Are they rich?

~ This November, electorates in four states will vote on essentially this language: "The
state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual or
group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education or public contracting." Three states- California ,
Washington and Michigan- have enacted such language. You made a radio ad opposing
the Michigan initiative. Why? Are those states' voters racists?

~ You denounce President Bush for arrogance toward other nations. Yet you vow to use
a metaphorical "hammer" to force revisions of trade agreements unless certain weaker
nations adjust their labor, environmental and other domestic policies to suit you. Can
you define cognitive dissonance?

~ You want "to reduce money in politics." In February and March you raise $95 million.
See prior question. teachers salary versus babysitter salary stuff

TEACHER'S SALARY

This is humorous…

…would be more so…

…if if it wasn’t also true in the minds of many parents

…

Teachers' hefty salaries are driving up taxes, and they only work 9 or 10 months a year!

It's time we put things in perspective and pay them for what they do--baby sit!

We can get that for less than minimum wage. That's right. Let's give them $3.00 an hour
and only the hours they worked, not any of that silly planning time.

That would be $19.50 a day (7:00 AM to 3:30 (or so) PM with just 25 min. off for lunch).

Each parent should pay $19.50 a day for these teachers to baby-sit their children.

NOW, how many do they teach in a class, 30? So that's $19.50 x 30 = $585.00 a day.



However, remember they only work 180 days a year!!! We’re not going to pay them for
any vacations.

LET'S SEE.... That's $585 x 180= $105,300 per year.

What about those special teachers and the ones with master's degrees?

Well, we could pay them minimum wage, and just to be fair, round it o ff to $7.00 an
hour. That would be $7 x 6 1/2 hours x 30 children x 180 days = $245,700 per year.

Wait a minute--there's something wrong here!

Average teacher salary $50,000/180 days = $277/per day/30 students = $9.23/6.5 hours
= $1.42 per hour per student. A very inexpensive baby-sitter and they even try - with
your help - to EDUCATE your kids!

WHAT A DEAL....

And the parents don't even have to buy us pizza!

FINAL THOUGHT STUFF

Random Thoughts (as if I have any other)…

…want to find out who your real friend is?

…

This will dispel all doubts. If you don't believe it, just try this experiment.

Put your dog and your wife in the trunk of the car for an hour.

When you open the trunk, see who is really happy to see you.

…

…watched “Elizabeth” with Cate Blanchett the other night – the predecessor to
“Elizabeth: The Golden Age” that we talked about a few weeks ago…good movie that
accurately depict the machinations that went on behind the scenes after the death of
King Henry VIII left the Catholics and Protestants facing each other at a pivotal time in
the religious history of England…

…Jackson Browne’s albums “Solo Acoustic Volume 1 and 2” are great stuff if you like
easy listening guitar music…

…oh, and I do…

…while we are on the subject of music, if you like music that is modern, but also on the
basic chords and from the gut lyrics of Dylan, check out Steve Earle…good stuff…

…Jack Nicholson has come out with a commercial for Senator Hillary Clinton…the
Hollynuts are starting to come out in droves…

…and their reasoning? They simply love the left because they don’t have the brains to
study the issues that the right takes a stand on…

…heck with the immigration issue or spending, it all comes down to the war…



…won’t go into a long diatribe here – have before – but the War on Terror and radical
Islam is still the single biggest issues my grandchildren will face in the future IF WE
DON’T DEAL WITH IT NOW…

…and I simply can’t get a “better” answer from the left – I’ve asked…nicely in fact…and
get such ludicrous responses as…

…blank stare…

…well, we didn’t find any WMD…Bush lied to us…

…we just need to sit down and talk with the terrorists – they’ll understand…

…it is our imperialistic policies that have created radical Islam terrorism (note Virginia,
this is where I point out that they have been around far longer than the United States of
America has existed, but that never works, they don’t like facts to contradict their
feelings)…

…folks, I have a lot of “beefs” with my President…immigration…letting the formerly
dominating Republican House and Senate spend like drunken Democrats…his
communication plan, etc…

…but he has done his very best in response to 9/11 and I simply don’t know what he
could have done differently, better without the benefit of Monday morning
quarterbacking…

…I can’t get a better response from the Left…frustrating…

…more on music, ever listen to Sigur Ros the band from Iceland?…for a listening
experience that is “out there” but captivating, give it a try…

…saw an awful movie the other night, “The Darjeeling Limited”…

…however, it had a song on it by Peter Sarstedt called “Where Do You Go (My Lovely”
that I can’t get out of my head…phenomenally catchy and entertaining song…look it
up…thank me later

…anyway, folks, I’m outta here…have a great week and we’ll talk again next Sunday…

Reflectingly Yours…

Don

EXPLANATORY – YET POIGNANT - DISCLAIMER

For those new to this mailing, this Stuff memo is an ongoing email that I periodically
send out for no other reason than to synthesize all the "stuff" I read as well as express
my views on the world in general and life in specific.

It serves as an intellectual catharsis, an emotional catholicon, and a spiritual
revivification.

Bottom line, this is simply the way that I soothe the synapses.


