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Hello Family and Friends: 

...another Sunday... 

...and... 

...some Stuff that Seemed Interesting at the Time... 

All the best… 

Don 
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MIKE MONSOOR MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER STUFF 

Thanks Tracy, many Thanks 

Mike Monsoor, American Warrior and Hero 

PO2 (EOD2) Mike Monsoor, a Navy EOD Technician, was awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor posthumously for jumping on a grenade in Iraq, giving his life to save his fellow Seals. 

During Mike Monsoor's funeral in San Diego, as his coffin was being moved from the hearse to 
the grave site at Ft. Rosecrans National 
Cemetery, SEALs were lined up on both 
sides of the pallbearers route forming a 
column of two's, with the coffin moving up 
the center.  As Mike's coffin passed, each 
SEAL, having removed his gold Trident 
from his uniform, slapped it down 
embedding the Trident in the wooden 
coffin. 

The slaps were audible from across the 
cemetery; by the time the coffin arrived 
grave side, it looked as though it had a 
gold inlay from all the Tridents pinned to 
it.  This was a fitting send-off for a warrior hero. 

This should be front-page news instead of the crap we see every day. 

Since the media won’t make this news, I choose to make it news by publishing it in this 
“Stuff”. I am damn proud of our military. If you are proud too, please pass this on.  If not then 
rest assured that these fine men and women of our military will continue to serve and 
protect.   

Video Tribute of Mike Monsoor 

Folks, I wouldn’t watch this video around other people because I don’t know how you can have 
a dry eye by the end – especially six and one half minutes into this nine minute plus clip. 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=CfK2BQCIIes  

All gave some, some gave all. 

I’m am utter awe of this man and his fellow warriors…utter and complete awe and respect. 

I won’t forget you Mike. 

Footnote: President Bush Awarding the Medal of Honor 

Footnote: Here is the clip of President Bush awarding the Medal of Honor to Mike’s parents.  
Yes, that is the President of the United States crying. 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=SrBI-CaiSKM&feature=related  

http://youtube.com/watch?v=CfK2BQCIIes
http://youtube.com/watch?v=SrBI-CaiSKM&feature=related
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I’ve researched the President’s faith and have personally talked to someone who has 
experienced it first-hand.  I’ve got a lot of fault with the President in many ways.  However, I 
truly believe he is trying to do the right thing in the face of unrelenting attacks on him, our 
country, and our direction.  You can fault the man – none of us our perfect – but don’t question 
his commitment, compassion, and his course. 

"If I were to try to read, much less answer, all the attacks made on me, this 
shop might as well be closed for any other business. I do the very best I know 
how - the very best I can; and I mean to keep doing so until the end. If the end 
brings me out all right, what's said against me won't amount to anything. If 

the end brings me out wrong, ten angels swearing I was right would make no 
difference."  

 
The Inner Life of Abraham Lincoln: Six Months at the White House by Francis B. 
Carpenter (Lincoln, Nebraska, University of Nebraska Press, 1995), pp. 258-259. 

DID YOU KNOW STUFF 

Yes, I know, some of these are repeats.  However, for the more senior readers of this weekly 
stuff who are suffering from “some-timers” they won’t know the difference. 

 Barbie's measurements if she were life size: 39-23-33.  

 The dollar symbol ($) is a U combined with an S (U.S.)  

 Our eyes are always the same size from birth, but our nose and ears never stop growing.  

 The Statue of Liberty's tablet is two feet thick.  

 There are two credit cards for every person in the United States.  

 The slogan on New Hampshire license plates is 'Live Free or Die'. These license plates are 
manufactured by prisoners in the state prison in Concord.  

 The straw was probably invented by Egyptian brewers to taste in-process beer without removing the 
fermenting ingredients which floated on the top of the container.  

 David Prowse, was the guy in the Darth Vader suit in Star Wars. He spoke all of Vader's lines, and 
didn't know that he was going to be dubbed over by James Earl Jones until he saw the screening of 
the movie.  

 The United States government keeps its supply of silver at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
NY  

 There are only thirteen blimps in the world.  

 Nine of the thirteen blimps are in the United States.  

 The existing biggest blimp is the Fuji Film blimp.  

 Naugahyde, plastic "leather" was created in Naugatuck, Connecticut.  

 The Swiss flag is square.  

 The word 'pound' is abbreviated 'lb.' after the constellation 'libra' because it means 'pound' in Latin, 
and also 'scales'. The abbreviation for the British Pound Sterling comes from the same source: it is an 
'L' for Libra/Lb. with a stroke through it to indicate abbreviation.  

 Sames goes for the Italian lira which uses the same abbreviation ('lira' coming from 'libra'). So British 
currency (before it went metric) was always quoted as "pounds/shillings/pence", abbreviated "L/s/d" 
(libra/solidus/denarius).  
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 The three largest land-owners in England are the Queen, the Church of England and Trinity College, 

Cambridge.  

 The monastic hours are matins, lauds, prime, tierce, sext, nones, vespers and compline.  

 If you come from Manchester, you are a Mancunian. 

MEET THE OBAMAS – THE UNTOUCHABLES STUFF 

The Untouchables 

By Patrick Buchanan 

To watch the contortions over that New Yorker 
cover cartoon of the Obamas is to understand 
whom it is impermissible to offend in the America 
of 2008.  

The cartoon is a caricature of Michelle as an urban 
terrorist in an Angela Davis afro with an AK-47 
slung over her back and a bandoleer of ammo in 
the Oval Office doing a fist-bump with a Barack 
decked out in turban and Muslim garb. On the wall 
hangs a portrait of Osama bin Laden. Blazing away 
in the fireplace is the American flag.  

"President Obama and First Lady -- as Seen From 
the Right-Wing Point of View" might have been the 
caption. Phil Klein of American Spectator nailed it: 
"This cartoon is intended to make fun of 
conservatives as ignorant racists and essentially 
marginalize any criticism of Obama as moronic."  

Unfortunately for the New Yorker, the cartoon 
misfired. Blow-ups are likely to be as pandemic in 
right-wing dorms this fall as were posters of "Che" 
Guevara in left-wing dorms in the 1970s.  

Indeed, to a goodly slice of the media, this cartoon is no joking matter. Michelle and Barack had 
been dissed!  

For 48 hours, editors Rick Hertzberg and David Remnick fended off attacks, assuring media 
interrogators the cartoon's purpose was not to satirize the Obamas but to satirize the 
caricature of Michelle and Barack in the mind of the paranoid right. Remnick insisted to The 
Huffington Post, "It's not a satire about Obama -- it's a satire about the distortions and 
misconceptions and prejudices about Obama."  

Why did progressives recoil? Because the savvier among them sense that, like much humor, this 
cartoon was an exaggeration that contained no small kernel of recognizable truth. 

After all, Barack did dump the flag pin. Michelle did say she had never been proud of her 
country before now. Barack did don that Ali Baba outfit in Somalia. His father and stepfather 
were Muslims. He does have a benefactor, Bill Ayers, who said after 9-11 he regrets not 

javascript:viewfullsize('NYR101_OBAMA_NEW_YOR_Provincial_07-20-08_9B8NJTQ.jpg')
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planting more bombs in the 1960s. He did have a pastor who lionizes Black Muslim Minister 
Louis Farrakhan. Put glasses on him, and Barack could play Malcolm X in the movies.  

And assume the point of the cartoon had been to satirize the Obamas. Why would that have 
been so outrageous?  

Journalists, after all, still celebrate Herblock, the cartoonist who portrayed Richard Nixon with 
the body of a rat climbing out of a sewer.  

Bill Clinton is still denounced as a racist for saying Barack's claim to have been consistent on 
Iraq was a "fairy tale" and for comparing his South Carolina primary victory to Jesse Jackson's.  

Hillary Clinton has been compared to the sex-starved Glenn Close character in "Fatal 
Attraction." George Bush's verbal gaffes are endlessly panned by late-night comics and Comedy 
Central. But Barack gets the special-ed treatment. Our first affirmative action candidate.  

The New Yorker made a "damn-fool decision," said George Lockwood, a lecturer on journalistic 
ethics. 

David West of Brookings wailed to USA Today of the cartoon: "It's the mass media at its worst. 
It perpetuates false information, and it's highly inflammatory. ... It gives credibility to what's 
been circulating for months, and that's what makes it dangerous."  

But dangerous to whom? Again, it is only a cartoon.  

Barack called the cartoon "an insult against Muslim Americans." His campaign called it 
"tasteless and offensive." That they are miffed is understandable. After all, 12 percent of 
Americans think Barack took his oath on the Koran, 26 percent think he was raised a Muslim, 
and 39 percent think he went to a madrassa.  

Yet, the reaction of our cultural elites is the more interesting and instructive.  

For it suggests that Obama is an untouchable to be protected. As an African-American, he is not 
to be treated the same as other politicians. Remnick and Hertzberg obviously felt intense moral 
pressure to remove any suspicion that they had satirized the Obamas. No problem, however, if 
they were mocking the American right.  

Bottom line: If you wish to stay in the good graces of the cultural elite, don't mess with Michelle 
and Barack. 

On display here is not only the sensitivity of the Obama folks to portrayals of him as a radical, 
but the sensitivity -- the naked fear -- of an elite magazine that it might be perceived as lending 
aid and comfort to any who would dare question the nobility and patriotic ardor of the 
Obamas.  

If conservatives allow such a media to determine the weapons they may use and to limit the 
terrain upon which they are to be permitted to fight, they will lose this election. They have to 
peel the bark off Barack.  

As for the New Yorker, it emerges from the episode as not just unheroic, but just another 
magazine desperate not to offend its readership or the people whose approbation it seeks as 
the measure of its moral worth. 
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A NEW WAY TO MEASURE BLACK HOLES STUFF 

Yep, amateur Astronomer as a kid…avid sci-fi reader for all my life…lover of the “large”…seeker 
of “what’s out there”… 

Still read what I can when it comes to Astronomy.  I saw this and thought I would share… 

…besides… 

…seemed interesting at the time… 

… 

Finding the weight of black holes 

A new way to weigh the biggest black holes in the universe has been found. 

How do you weigh the biggest black holes in the universe? One answer now comes from a 
completely new and independent technique that astronomers have developed using data from 
NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory. 

By measuring a peak in the temperature of hot gas in the 
center of the giant elliptical galaxy NGC 4649, scientists have 
determined the mass of the galaxy's supermassive black hole. 
The method, applied for the first time, gives results that are 
consistent with a traditional technique. 

Astronomers have been seeking out different, independent 
ways of precisely weighing the largest supermassive black 
holes, that is, those that are billions of times more massive 
than the Sun. Until now, methods based on observations of 
the motions of stars or of gas in a disk near such large black 
holes had been used. 

This is a composite image of data 

from NASA’s Chandra X-ray 

Observatory (shown in purple) and 

Hubble Space Telescope (blue) of the 

giant elliptical galaxy, NGC 4649, 

located about 51 million light-years 

from Earth. X-ray (NASA/CXC/Univ. 

of California Irvine/P.Humphrey et 

al.); Optical (NASA/STScI) [View 

Larger Image] 

 

"This is tremendously important work since black holes can be elusive, and there are only a 
couple of ways to weigh them accurately," says Philip Humphrey of the University of California 
at Irvine, who led the study. "It's reassuring that two very different ways to measure the mass 
of a big black hole give such similar answers." 

NGC 4649 is now one of only a handful of galaxies for which the mass of a supermassive black 
hole has been measured with two different methods. In addition, this new X-ray technique 
confirms that the supermassive black hole in NGC 4649 is one of the largest in the local 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
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universe with a mass about 3.4 billion times that of the Sun, about a thousand times bigger 
than the black hole at the center of our galaxy. 

The new technique takes advantage of the gravitational influence the black hole has on the hot 
gas near the center of the galaxy. As gas slowly settles towards the black hole, it gets 
compressed and heated. This causes a peak in the temperature of the gas right near the center 
of the galaxy. The more massive the black hole, the bigger the temperature peak detected by 
Chandra. 

This effect was predicted by two of the coauthors—Fabrizio Brighenti from the University of 
Bologna, Italy, and William Mathews from the University of California at Santa Cruz—almost 10 
years ago, but this is the first time it has been seen and used. 

"It was wonderful to finally see convincing evidence of the effects of the huge black hole that 
we expected," says Brighenti. "We were thrilled that our new technique worked just as well as 
the more traditional approach for weighing the black hole." 

The black hole in NGC 4649 is in a state where it does not appear to be rapidly pulling in 
material towards its event horizon, nor generating copious amounts of light as it grows. So, the 
presence and mass of the central black hole has to be studied more indirectly by tracking its 
effects on stars and gas surrounding it. This technique is well suited to black holes in this 
condition. 

"Monster black holes like this one power spectacular light shows in the distant, early universe, 
but not in the local universe," says Humphrey. "So, we can't wait to apply our new method to 
other nearby galaxies harboring such inconspicuous black holes." 

OBAMA INEXPERIENCE TOUGH TO IGNORE STUFF 

From Newsmax 

Obama Inexperience Tough to Ignore 

By: Ronald Kessler  
A close look at Barack Obama's career reveals it has been even more mediocre than generally 
recognized.  

Before being elected to the Illinois state Senate, Obama worked as a community organizer and 
a lawyer in Chicago.  

In his memoir, Obama says being a community organizer taught him how to motivate the 
powerless and work the government to help them. His chief example is an effort to remove 
asbestos from Altgeld Gardens, an all-black public housing project on Chicagos South Side.  

But those who were involved in the effort say Obama played a minor role in working the 
problem and never accomplished his goal. A pre-existing group at Altgeld Gardens and a local 
newspaper, the Chicago Reporter, were working on the problem before Obama came on the 
scene, yet Obama does not mention them in his book, â€œDreams From My Father: A Story of 
Race and Inheritance. 
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Just because someone writes it, doesn't make it true, says Altgeld resident Hazel Johnson, who 
had been pushing for a cleanup of the cancer-producing substance years before Obama showed 
up.  

Rep. Bobby L. Rush, D-Ill., says it was Johnson's work, along with asbestos testing by the 
Chicago Reporter, that got Chicago officials interested in the issue. Rush, who launched an 
inquiry into the situation when he was a member of the Chicago City Council, says he is 
offended that Obama did not mention Johnson in his account.  

Was [Obama] involved in stuff? Absolutely, says Robert Ginsburg, an activist who worked with 
Johnson and Obama on the problem. But there was stuff happening before him, and after him. 

After three years working as an organizer, Obama could say he helped obtain grants for a jobs 
program and got asbestos removed from some pipes in the project. But as the Los Angeles 
Times has noted, the large-scale change that was needed at the 1,998-unit project was beyond 
his reach. To this day, most of the asbestos remains in the apartments.  

Fruitless though his efforts were, Obama devoted more than 100 pages to his experiences at 
Altgeld Gardens and surrounding areas. Michelle Obama has said his work as a community 
organizer helped him decide â€œhow he would impact the world, assisting people to improve 
their lives. Yet, in a revealing passage in his book, Obama wrote, When classmates in college 
asked me just what it was that a community organizer did, I couldn't answer them directly.  

Instead, he said, â€œIâ€™d pronounce on the need for change. Change in the White House, 
where Reagan and his minions were carrying on their dirty deeds. Change in the congress, 
compliant and corrupt. Change in the mood of the country, manic and self-absorbed. Change 
won't come from the top, I would say. Change will come from a mobilized grass roots. 

Thus, Obama admitted that he accomplished little but that he was able to cover that up with 
fancy talk about change.  

After going to Harvard Law School, Obama returned to Chicago, where he briefly headed a 
voter registration drive and then became a lawyer. While Obama's campaign has touted him as 
a civil rights lawyer, Over the nine years that Obama's law license was active in Illinois, he never 
handled a trial and mostly worked in teams of lawyers who drew up briefs and contracts in a 
variety of cases, according to David Mendell's Obama: From Promise To Power.  

A review of the cases Obama worked on during his brief legal career shows he played the 
strong, silent type in court, introducing himself and his client, then stepping aside to let other 
lawyers do the talking, the Chicago Sun-Times has reported.  

A search of all the cases in Cook County Circuit Court in which Obama made an appearance 
since he graduated from Harvard in 1991 shows: zero, the article said.  

Instead, his practice was confined mainly to federal court in Chicago, where he made formal 
appearances in only five district court cases and another five in cases before the 7th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals a total of 10 cases in his legal career, the paper said.  

If Obama had virtually no impact as either a community organizer or as a lawyer, he was even 
more invisible in the state Senate and later in the U.S. Senate.  
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In both bodies, Obama had a reputation for voting present, thus avoiding controversial 
decisions that could be used against him later. In the U.S. Senate, he has missed more than one 
in five votes.  

Only one of the measures Obama has sponsored as a U.S. senator was enacted: a bill to 
promote relief, security, and democracy in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Contrary to Obama's portrayal of himself as a unifier, on every bipartisan effort in the Senate to 
forge compromises on tough issues, Obama has been missing in action.  

In sum, it would be difficult to imagine a more mediocre record. Most candidates for dog 
catcher have contributed more to society. Yet with the help of adoring reporters, Obama has 
managed to parlay extraordinary speaking and political skills into a presidential campaign built 
on sand.  

The idea that America might entrust its security and future to someone who has never 
demonstrated an ability to get anything of significance done is scary.  

Look for John McCain to begin exploiting this vulnerability after Labor Day.  

Ronald Kessler is chief Washington correspondent of Newsmax.com.  

POLITICAL PARTY BAGGAGE STUFF 

From a letter published in the Sun Sentinel  

I believe each political party's baggage determines the amount of leadership a president can 
exercise. So I suggest we vote for the party, not for the candidate.  

If you want to withdraw from the war against Islamic terror, vote for the Democrat.  

If you want universal health care, when we can't or won't control our borders, vote for the 
Democrat.  

If you want to resolve illegal alien problems with an easy path to citizenship, vote for the 
Democrat.    

If you believe that marriage, not legal unions, is the answer for homosexuals, vote for the 
Democrat.  

If you support abortion on demand, vote for the Democrat. 

If you want public funding of embryonic, not just adult and placenta, stem cell research, vote 
for the Democrat.  

If you believe more funding and not some discipline is the answer to problems in education, 
vote for the Democrat.  

If you believe your civil liberties have been trampled upon, you will vote for the Democrat. 

If you believe that democracies and their economies are destroyed by liberalism, you will vote 
for the Republican, as I will.  
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STRANGE ANIMAL FACTS STUFF 

 A cockroach can live several weeks with its head cut off - it dies from starvation!  

 A crocodile always grows new teeth to replace the old teeth!  

 A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out. 

 A group of geese on the ground is a gaggle, a group of geese in the air is a skein!  

 A hedgehog's heart beats 300 times a minute on average!  

 A hippo can open its mouth wide enough to fit a 4 foot tall child inside!  

 A hummingbird weighs less than a penny!  

 A mole can dig a tunnel 300 feet long in just one night!  

 A snail can sleep for three years. 

 After eating, a housefly regurgitates its food and then eats it again!  

 All polar bears are left handed. 

 An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain. 

 Bulls are color blind, therefore will usually charge at a matador's waving cape no matter what color it 
is -- be it red or neon yellow!  

 Butterflies taste with their feet. 

 Camels have three eyelids to protect themselves from blowing sand!  

 Cat urine glows under a black-light!  

 Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, but dogs only have about ten. 

 Dogs and cats, like humans, are either right or left handed... or is that paws?!  

 Elephants are the only animals that can't jump. 

 Most lipstick contains fish scales!  

 Nose prints are used to identify dogs, just like humans use fingerprints!  

 On average, people fear spiders more than they do death. 

 Over 10,000 birds a year die from smashing into windows!  

 Porcupines float in water!  

 The ant always falls over on its right side when intoxicated. 

 The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds!  

 The original name for the butterfly was 'flutterby'!  

 The placement of a donkey's eyes in its head enables it to see all four feet at all times! !  

 The poison-arrow frog has enough poison to kill about 2,200 people!  

 The sloth (a mammal) moves so slowly that green algae can grow undisturbed on its fur!  

 The two-foot long bird called a Kea that lives in New Zealand likes to eat the strips of rubber around 
car windows!  

 The world's termites outweigh the world's humans 10 to 1!  

 You are more likely to be killed by a Champagne cork than by a poisonous spider. .......................... 
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OBAMA PLANNING TO IGNORE THE FACTS STUFF 

Obama has never worried about the facts – why start now? 

By Rich Lowry 

Posted: 3:32 am 

July 15, 2008 

AT some point, Democrats decided that facts didn't matter anymore in Iraq. And they 
nominated just the man to reflect the party's new anti-factual consensus on the war, a Barack 
Obama who has fixedly ignored changing conditions on the ground.  

It's gotten harder as the success of the surge has become undeniable, but - despite some 
wobbles - Obama is sticking to his plan for a 16-month timeline for withdrawal from Iraq. He 
musters dishonesty, evasion and straw-grasping to try to create a patina of respectability 
around a scandalously unserious position.  

Obama spokesmen now say everyone knew that President Bush's troop surge would create 
more security. This is blatantly false: Obama said in early 2007 that nothing in the surge plan 
would "make a significant dent in the sectarian violence," and the new strategy would "not 
prove to be one that changes the dynamics significantly." He referred to the surge derisively as 
"baby-sit[ting] a civil war."  

Now that the civil war has all but ended, he wants to claim retroactive clairvoyance. In a New 
York Times op-ed, he credits our troops' heroism and new tactics with bringing down the 
violence. Yet our troops have always been heroic; what made the difference was the surge 
strategy that he lacked the military judgment - or political courage - to support.  

Obama states that "the same factors that led me to oppose the surge still hold true," citing the 
strain on the military, the deterioration in Afghanistan and the fiscal drain. All are important, 
but pale compared with the achievement in Iraq - beating back al Qaeda and Iranian-backed 
militias and restoring a semblance of order to a country on the verge of a collapse from which 
only our enemies could've benefited.  

Politically, Obama has to notionally support defeating al Qaeda in Iraq, so even after he's 
executed his 16-month withdrawal, he says there'll be a "residual force" of American troops to 
take on "remnants of al Qaeda." How can he be so sure there'll only be "remnants"? If there 
are, it'll be because the surge he opposed has pushed al Qaeda to the brink. The more 
precipitously we withdraw our troops, the more likely it is to mount a comeback.  

Obama treats as a vindication a recent statement by Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki calling 
for a timeline for withdrawal of US forces. But neither Maliki nor anyone around him talks of an 
unconditional 16-month timeline for withdrawal as being plausible. His defense minister says 
Iraqis will be ready to handle internal security on their own in 2012 and external security by 
2020.  

The Iraqis most enthusiastic about Obama's plan surely are al Qaeda members, Sadrists, Iranian 
agents and sectarian killers of every stripe. The prospect of a US president suddenly letting up 
on them has to be the best cause for hope they've had in months. His withdrawal would 
immediately embolden every malign actor in Iraq and increase their sway in Iraqi politics.  
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Obama sticks to the badly dated contention that Iraqis "have not reached the political 
accommodation that was the stated purpose of the surge." In fact, roughly 15 of 18 political 
benchmarks have been met by the Iraqis - progress Obama threatens to reverse.  

Obama loves to say that we have to withdraw from Iraq "responsibly." There's nothing 
responsible about his plan. US commanders on the ground say it may not even be logistically 
possible. Does Obama even care? He says that when he's elected he'd give the military a new 
mission - to end the war. Conditions in Iraq, let alone winning, are marginalia.  

There are two possible interpretations: Either Obama is dangerously sincere or he's a cynical 
operator playing duplicitous politics with matters of war and peace. Watch this space. 

LEE IACOCCA ON LEADERSHIP STUFF 

This is a great read and from his new book entitled “Where Have All The Leaders Gone?” 

… 

I wonder how many of us really pay attention to the Congressional races.  

should vote for visionaries who can implement a plan and folks who can work together. That is 
the problem with Congress; too many people posturing for the next election on both sides of 
the aisle. 

I don’t think our Founding Fathers would recognize our country today – t’is a shame since they 
risked their lives to create the United States of America. 

Anyway, remember Lee Iaccoca – the man who rescued Chrysler from oblivion?  Well, the man 
has something to say and I think we should darn well listen. 

… 

Lee Iacocca Says:  

 

'Am I the only guy in this country who's fed up with what's 
happening? Where the hell is our outrage? We should be screaming 
bloody murder. We've got a gang of clueless bozos steering our ship 
of state right over a cliff, we've got corporate gangsters stealing us 
blind, and we can't even clean up after a hurricane much less build a 
hybrid car. But instead of getting mad, everyone sits around and nods 
their heads when the politicians say, 'Stay the course'  

Stay the course? You've got to be kidding. This is America , not the 
damned 'Titanic'. I'll give you a sound bite: 'Throw all the bums out!'  

You might think I'm getting senile, that I've gone off my rocker, and 
maybe I have. But someone has to speak up. I hardly recognize this 
country anymore.  

The most famous business leaders are not the innovators but the guys in handcuffs. While 
we're fiddling in Iraq , the Middle East is burning and nobody seems to know what to do. And 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 13 

 

 

the press is waving 'pom-poms' instead of asking hard questions. That's not the promise of the ' 
America ' my parents and yours traveled across the ocean for. I've had enough. How about you?  

I'll go a step further. You can't call yourself a patriot if you're not outraged. This is a fight I'm 
ready and willing to have. The Biggest 'C' is Crisis! Leaders are made, not born. Leadership is 
forged in times of crisis. It's easy to sit there with your feet up on the desk and talk theory. Or 
send someone else's kids off to war when you've never seen a battlefield yourself. It's another 
thing to lead when your world comes tumbling down.  

On September 11, 2001, we needed a strong leader more than any other time in our history. 
We needed a steady hand to guide us out of the ashes.  

A Hell of a Mess. So here's where we stand. We're immersed in a 
bloody war with no plan for winning and no plan for leaving. We're 
running the biggest deficit in the history of the country. We're losing 
the manufacturing edge to Asia , while our once-great companies 
are getting slaughtered by health care costs. Gas prices are 
skyrocketing, and nobody in power has a coherent energy policy. 
Our schools are in trouble. Our borders are like sieves.  

The middle class is being squeezed every which way. These are times 
that cry out for leadership. But when you look around, you've got to 
ask: 'Where have all the leaders gone?' Where are the curious, 
creative communicators? Where are the people of character, 
courage, conviction, omnipotence, and common sense? I may be a sucker for alliteration, but I 
think you get the point.  

Name me a leader who has a better idea for homeland security than making us take off our 
shoes in airports and throw away our shampoo? We've spent billions of dollars building a huge 
new bureaucracy, and all we know how to do is react to things that have already happened.  

Name me one leader who emerged from the crisis of Hurricane Katrina. Congress has yet to 
spend a single day evaluating the response to the hurricane, or demanding accountability for 
the decisions that were made in the crucial hours after the storm.  

Everyone's hunkering down, fingers crossed, hoping it doesn't happen again. Now, that's just 
crazy. Storms happen. Deal with it. Make a plan. Figure out what you're going to do the next 
time.  

Name me an industry leader who is thinking creatively about how we can restore our 
competitive edge in manufacturing. Who would have believed that there could ever be a time 
when 'The Big Three' referred to Japanese car companies? How did this happen, and more 
important, what are we going to do about it?  

Name me a government leader who can articulate a plan for paying down the debt, or solving 
the energy crisis, or managing the health care problem. The silence is deafening. But these are 
the crises that are eating away at our country and milking the middle class dry.  

I have news for the gang in Congress. We didn't elect you to sit on your asses and do nothing 
and remain silent while our democracy is being hijacked and our greatness is being replaced 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 14 

 

 

with mediocrity. What is everybody so afraid of? That some bonehead on Fox News will call 
them a name? Give me a break. Why don't you guys show some spine for a change?  

Had Enough?  

Hey, I'm not trying to be the voice of gloom and doom here. I'm trying to light a fire. I'm 
speaking out because I have hope, I believe in America. In my lifetime I've had the privilege of 
living through some of America's greatest moments. I've also experienced some of our worst 
crises: the 'Great Depression', 'World War II', the 'Korean War', the 'Kennedy Assassination', the 
'Vietnam War', the 1970s oil crisis, and the struggles of recent years culminating with 9/11. If 
I've learned one thing, it's this: 'You don't get anywhere by standing on the sidelines waiting for 
somebody else to take action. Whether it's building a better car or building a better future for 
our children, we all have a role to play. That's the challenge I'm raising in this book. It's a call to 
'Action' for people who, like me, believe in America. It's not too late, but it's getting pretty 
close. So let's shake off the crap and go to work. Let's tell 'em all we've had 'enough.'  

MORE DID YOU KNOW STUFF 

 No animal, once frozen solid (i.e., water solidifies and turns to ice) survives when thawed, because 
the ice crystals formed inside cells would break open the cell membranes. However there are certain 
frogs that can survive the experience of being frozen. These frogs make special proteins which 
prevent the formation of ice (or at least keep the crystals from becoming very large), so that they 
actually never freeze even though their body temperature is below zero Celsius. The water in them 
remains liquid: a phenomenon known as 'supercooling.' If you disturb one of these frogs (just 
touching them even), the water in them quickly freezes solid and they die.  

 The white part of your fingernail is called the lunula.  

 Madrid is the only European capital city not situated on a river.  

 The name for fungal remains found in coal is sclerotinite.  

 The Boston University Bridge (on Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts) is the only place in 
the world where a boat can sail under a train driving under a car driving under an airplane.  

 Emus cannot walk backwards.  

 It is believed that Shakespeare was 46 around the time that the King James Version of the Bible was 
written. In Psalms 46, the 46th word from the first word is shake and the 46th word from the last 
word is spear.  

 The shopping mall in Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada has the largest water clock in North 
America.  

 Both writer Edgar Allen Poe and LSD advocate Timothy Leary were kicked out of West Point.  

 The word posh, which denotes luxurious rooms or accommodations, originated when ticket agents in 
England marked the tickets of travelers going by ship to the Orient. Since there was no air 
conditioning in those days, it was always better to have a cabin on the shady side of the ship as it 
passed through the Mediterranean and Suez area. Since the sun is in the south, those with money 
paid extra to get cabin's on the left, or port, traveling to the Asia, and on the right, or starboard, when 
returning to Europe. Hence their tickets were marked with the initials for Port Outbound Starboard 
Homebound, or POSH. 
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THREE CAJUNS AND THREE YANKEES STUFF 

Thanks Roger 

This little ditty comes from one of my certified born and bred Southern friends who has the 
grace to call this transplanted Yankee a friend 
and a brother.  I know I’m always going to be 
a Yankee living down here – but I’ve come to 
the conclusion that Second-Class Southern 
Citizenship is better than First-Class Yankee 
Citizenship. 

By the way, the pic is of Roger, his dog Buck, 
and his 46 Ford that he is restoring.   

As a graduate of General Motors Institute, 
the top Engineering school in the country 
during the 70’s, specializing in all forms of 
Automotive Engineering – Electrical, 
Electronics, Process, Mechanical, etc. – I’m 
giving my expert opinion that the restoration 
is in its early stages  

… 

One morning, three Cajuns and three Yankees were in a ticket line at a train station. The three 
Northerners each bought a ticket and watched as the three Cajuns bought just one ticket.  

'How are the three of you going to travel on only one ticket asked one of the Yankees. 

'Watch and learn,' answered one of the boys from the Louisiana. 

All six boarded the train where the three Yankees sat down, but the three Cajuns crammed into 
a toilet together and closed the door. 

Shortly after the train departed, the conductor came around to collect tickets. 

He knocked on the toilet door and said, 'Ticket, please.' The door opened just a crack and a 
single arm emerged with a ticket in hand. The conductor took it and moved on. 

The Yankees saw this happen and agreed it was quite a clever idea. Indeed, so clever they 
decided to do the same thing on the return trip and save some money. 

That afternoon when they got back to the station, they bought a single ticket for the return trip 
and watched, while to their astonishment, the three Cajuns didn't buy even one ticket. 

'How are you going to travel without a ticket?' asked one of the perplexed Yankees. 

'Watch and learn,' answered the three Cajun boys in unison. 

When they boarded the train, the three Northerners crammed themselves into a toilet and the 
three Cajuns crammed into another toilet just down the way. Shortly after the train began to 
move, one of the Cajuns left their toilet and walked over to the toilet in which the Yankees 
were hiding. 
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The Cajun knocked on the door and said, 'Ticket, please.' 

There's just no way on God's green earth to explain how the Yankees won the war.  

… 

"The North isn't a place. It's just a direction out of the South." 
--Roy Blount, Jr. 

IF ONLY PRESIDENT BUSH WOULD GIVE THIS SPEECH STUFF 

Okay, published the following over a year ago – but golly folks, just too good to not put here 
again. 

As much as it is intended to be “tongue in cheek”, the fact is many of the elements in this 
ficitonal speech make a heckuva lot of sense. 

Wouldn't it be great to turn on the tv and hear any U.S. President, Democrat or Republican give 
the following speech?  

… 

"My Fellow Americans: As you all know, the defeat of the Iraq regime has been completed. 

Since congress does not want to spend any more money on this war, our mission in Iraq is 
complete. 

This morning I gave the order for a complete removal of all American forces from Iraq This 
action will be complete within 30 days. It is now time to begin the reckoning. 

Before me, I have two lists. One list contains the names of countries which have stood by our 
side during the Iraq conflict. This list is short . The United Kingdom , Spain , Bulgaria , Australia , 
and Poland are some of the countries listed there. 

The other list contains every one not on the first list. Most of the world's nations are on that 
list. My press secretary will be distributing copies of both lists later this evening. 

Let me start by saying that effective immediately, foreign aid to those nations on List 2 ceases 
immediately and indefinitely. The money saved during the first year alone will pretty much pay 
for the costs of the Iraqi war. THEN, EVERY YEAR THERE AFTER IT'll GO TO OUR SOCIAL 
SECURITY SYSTEM SO IT WONT GO BROKE IN 20 YEARS. 

The American people are no longer going to pour money into third world Hell holes and watch 
those government leaders grow fat on corruption. 

Need help with a famine? Wrestling with an epidemic? Call France 

In the future, together with Congress, I will work to redirect this money toward solving the 
vexing social problems we still have at home . On that note, a word to terrorist organizations. 
Screw with us and we will hunt you down and eliminate you &nbs p;&nbs p; and all your friends 
from the face of the earth. 

Thirsting for a gutsy country to terrorize? Try France or maybe China 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 17 

 

 

I am ordering the immediate severing of diplomatic relations with France , Germany , and 
Russia Thanks for all your help, comrades. We are retiring from NATO as well.  

Bon ne chance, me za mies. 

I have instructed the Mayor of New York City to begin towing the many UN diplomatic vehicles 
located in Manhattan with more than one unpaid parking tickets to sites where those vehicles 
will be stripped, shredded and crushed.  I don't care about whatever treaty pertains to this. You 
ceeps have tens of thousands of unpaid tickets. Pay those tickets tomorrow or watch your 
precious Benzes, Beamers and limos be turned over to some of the finest chop shops in the 
world. I love New York 

A special note to our neighbors. Canada is on List 2. Since we are likely to be seeing a lot more 
of each other, you folks might want to try not pissing us off for a change. 

Mexico is also on List 2 its president and his entire corrupt government really need an attitude 
adjustment. I will have a couple extra thousand tanks and infantry divisions sitting around. 
Guess where I am going to put ' em? Ye p, border security. 

Oh, by the way, the United States is abrogating the NAFTA treaty - starting now. 

We are tired of the one-way highway. Immediately, we'll be drilling for oil in Alaska - which will 
take care of this country's oil needs for decades to come. If you're an environmentalist who 
opposes this decision, I refer you to List 2 above: pick a count ry and move there, and piss off. 

It is time for America to focus on its own welfare and its own citizens. Some will accuse us of 
isolationism. I answer them by saying, 'darn tootin.' 

Nearly a century of trying to help folks live a decent life around the world has only earned us 
the undying enmity of just about everyone on the planet. It is time to eliminate hunger in 
America It is time to eliminate homelessness in America . To the nations on List 1, a final 
thought. Thank you guys. We owe you and we won't forget. 

To the nations on List 2, a final thought: You might want to learn to speak Arabic. 

God bless America ... Thank you and good night. "  

CHILI COOK OFF IN TEXAS STUFF 

Thanks Mark 

If you can read this whole story without laughing then there's no hope for you. I was crying by 
the end.  

For those of you who have lived in Texas, you know how true this is. They actually have a Chili 
Cook-off about the time Halloween comes around. It takes up a major portion of parking lot at 
the San Antonio City Park. Judge #3 was an inexperienced 
Chili taster named Frank, who was visiting from Springfield, 
IL.  

Frank: "Recently, I was honored to be selected as a judge at a 
chili cook-off. The original person called in sick at the last 
moment and I happened to be standing there at the judge's 
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table asking for directions to the Coors Light truck, when the call came in. I was assured by the 
other two judges (Native Texans) that the chili wouldn't be all that spicy and, besides, they told 
me I could have free beer during the tasting, so I accepted".  

Here are the scorecard notes from the event:  

 CHILI # 1 - MIKE'S MANIAC MONSTER CHILI...  

 Judge # 1 - A little too heavy on the tomato. Amusing kick.  

 Judge # 2 - Nice, smooth tomato flavor. Very mild.  

 Judge # 3 - (Frank) -Holy sh*t, what the hell is this stuff? You could remove dried paint from your 
driveway. Took me two beers to put the flames out. I hope that's the worst one. These Texans are 
crazy.  

CHILI # 2 - AUSTIN'S AFTERBURNER CHILI...  

 Judge # 1 - Smoky, with a hint of pork. Slight jalapeno tang.  

 Judge # 2 - Exciting BBQ flavor, needs more peppers to be taken seriously.  

 Judge # 3 - Keep this out of the reach of children. I'm not sure what I'm supposed to taste besides 
pain. I had to wave off two people who wanted to give me the Heimlich maneuver. They had to rush 
in more beer when they saw the look on my face.  

 CHILI # 3 - FRED'S FAMOUS BURN DOWN THE BARN CHILI...  

 Judge # 1 - Excellent firehouse chili. Great kick.  

 Judge # 2 - A bit salty, good use of peppers.  

 Judge # 3 - Call the EPA. I've located a uranium spill. My nose feels like I have been snorting Drano. 
Everyone knows the routine by now. Get me more beer before I ignite. Barmaid pounded me on the 
back, now my backbone is in the front part of my chest. I'm getting sh*t-faced from all the beer.  

 CHILI # 4 - BUBBA'S BLACK MAGIC...  

 Judge # 1 - Black bean chili with almost no spice. Disappointing.  

 Judge # 2 - Hint of lime in the black beans. Good side dish for fish or other mild foods, not much of a 
chili.  

 Judge # 3 - I felt something scraping across my tongue, but was unable to taste it. Is it possible to 
burn out taste buds? Sally the beer maid, was standing behind me with fresh refills. That 300-Lb 
woman is starting to look HOT...just like this nuclear waste I'm eating! Is chili an aphrodisiac?  

CHILI # 5 - LISA'S LEGAL LIP REMOVER...  

 Judge # 1 - Meaty, strong chili. Cayenne peppers freshly ground, adding considerable kick. Very 
impressive.  

 Judge # 2 - Chili using shredded beef, could use more tomato. Must admit the cayenne peppers make 
a strong statement.  

 Judge # 3 - My ears are ringing, sweat is pouring off my forehead and I can no longer focus my eyes. I 
farted and four people behind me needed paramedics. The contestant seemed offended when I told 
her that her chili had given me brain damage. Sally saved my tongue from bleeding by pouring beer 
directly on it from the pitcher. I wonder if I'm burning my lips off. It really pisses me off that the other 
judges asked me to stop screaming. Screw those rednecks.  

 CHILI # 6 - VERA'S VERY VEGETARIAN VARIETY...  

 Judge # 1 - Thin yet bold vegetarian variety chili. Good balance of  spices and peppers.  
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 Judge # 2 - The best yet. Aggressive use of peppers, onions, and  garlic. Superb.  

 Judge # 3 - My intestines are now a straight pipe filled with gaseous, sulfuric flames. I sh*t on myself 
when I farted and I'm worried it will eat through the chair. No one seems inclined to stand behind me 
except that Sally. Can't feel my lips anymore. I need to wipe my ass with a snow cone.  

CHILI # 7 - SUSAN'S SCREAMING SENSATION CHILI...  

 Judge # 1 - A mediocre chili with too much reliance on canned peppers.  

 Judge # 2 - Ho hum, tastes as if the chef literally threw in a can of chili peppers at the last moment. 
**I should take note that I am worried about Judge # 3. He appears to be in a bit of distress as he is 
cursing uncontrollably.  

 Judge # 3 - You could put a grenade in my mouth, pull the pin, and I wouldn't feel a thing. I've lost 
sight in one eye, and the world sounds like it is made of rushing water. My shirt is covered with chili, 
which slid unnoticed out of my mouth. My pants are full of lava to match my shirt. At least during the 
autopsy, they'll know what killed me. I've decided to stop breathing it's too painful. Screw it; I'm not 
getting any oxygen anyway. If I need air, I'll just suck it in through the 4-inch hole in my stomach.  

CHILI # 8 - BIG TOM'S TOENAIL CURLING CHILI...  

 Judge # 1 - The perfect ending, this is a nice blend chili. Not too bold but spicy enough to declare its 
existence.  

 Judge # 2 - This final entry is a good, balanced chili. Neither mild nor hot. Sorry to see that most of it 
was lost when Judge # 3 farted, passed out, fell over and pulled the chili pot down on top of himself. 
Not sure if he's going to make it. Poor feller, wonder how he'd have reacted to really hot chili?  

 Judge # 3 - No Report  

 
If a man’s from Texas, he’ll tell you. If he’s not, why embarrass him by asking?  

- John Gunther 

STUFF FOLKS HAVE ABOUT STUFF STUFF 

     I find the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we 
are moving. To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes 
against it, but we must sail and not drift, nor lie at anchor.  

-- Oliver Wendell Holmes  

 

You can find on the outside only what you possess on the inside.  

-- Adolfo Montiel Ballesteros  

 

The world is moved not only by the mighty shoves of the heroes, but also by the aggregate of 
the tiny pushes of each honest worker.  

-- Helen Keller  

 

Love is the difficult realization that something other than oneself is real.  
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-- Iris Murdoch  

 

People, even more than things, have to be restored, renewed, revived, reclaimed and 
redeemed. Never throw out anyone.  

-- Audrey Hepburn  

 

It is better to wear out than to rust out.  

-- Bishop Richard Cumberland  

 

Don't let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.  

Don't judge life by one difficult season.  

-- Unknown  

 

Trials, temptations, disappointments: all these are helps instead of hindrances if one uses them 
rightly. They not only test the fiber of character, but strengthen it. Every conquered temptation 
represents a new fund of moral energy. Every trial endured and weathered in the right spirit 
makes a soul nobler and stronger than it was before.  

-- James Buckham  

 

Every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition.  

-- Unknown 

SHERIFF JOE IS AT IT AGAIN STUFF 

Remember Sheriff Joe Arpaio in Arizona?  You know he is the one who has stopped coddling 
inmates and made incarceration a bonafide chore? 

Sheriff Joe’s Original Efforts 

He has jail meals down to 40 cents a serving and charges the inmates for them. He stopped 
smoking and porno magazines in the jails. Took away their weights. Cut off all but "G" movies. 
He started chain gangs so the inmates could do free work on county and city projects. Then he 
started chain gangs for women so he wouldn't get sued for discrimination. 

He took away cable TV until he found out there was a federal court order that required cable TV 
for jails. So he hooked up the cable TV again but only let in the Disney channel and the weather 
channel. When asked why the weather channel he replied, so they will know how hot it's gonna 
be while they are working on my chain gangs. 
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He cut off coffee since it has zero nutritional value. When the inmates complained, he told 
them.....this is a good one......"This isn't the Ritz/Carlton. If you don't 
like it, don't come back." 

He bought Newt Gingrich's lecture series on videotape that he pipes 
into the jails. When asked by a reporter if he had any lecture series by a 
Democrat, he replied that a democratic lecture series might explain 
why a lot of the inmates were in his jails in the first place. You have to 
love this guy!! 

More on the AZ Sheriff: 

With temperatures being even hotter than usual in Phoenix (116 
degrees just set a new record), the Associated Press reports: 

About 2,000 inmates living in a barbed-wire-surrounded tent encampment at the Maricopa 
County Jail have been given permission to 
strip down to their government-issued pink 
boxer shorts. On Wednesday, hundreds of 
men wearing boxers were either curled up 
on their bunk beds or chatted in the tents, 
which reached 138 degrees inside the week 
before. Many were also swathed in wet, 
pink towels as sweat collected on their 
chests and dripped down to their pink socks. 
"It feels like we are in a furnace," said James 
Zanzot, an inmate who has lived in the tents 
for 1 1/2 years. "It's inhumane."  

Joe Arpaio, the tough-guy sheriff who 
created the tent city and long ago started 
making his prisoners wear pink, and eat 
bologna sandwiches, is not one bit sympathetic He said Wednesday that he told all of the 
inmates: "It's 120 degrees in Iraq and our soldiers are living in tents too, and 

they have to wear full battle gear, but they didn't commit any crimes... so shut your damned 
mouths." 

Sheriff Joe’s Latest Efforts 

Maricopa County was spending approx. $18 million dollars a year on stray animals, like cats and 
dogs. Sheriff Joe offered to take the department over, and the County Supervisors said okay.  

The animal shelters are now all staffed and operated by prisoners. They feed and care for the 
strays. Every animal in his care is taken out and walked twice daily. He now has prisoners who 
are experts in animal nutrition and behavior. They give great classes for anyone who'd like to 
adopt an animal. He has literally taken stray dogs off the street, given them to the care of 
prisoners, and had them place in dog shows.  

The best part? His budget for the entire department is now under $3 million. Teresa and I 
adopted a Weimaraner from a Maricopa County shelter two years ago. He was neutered, and 
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current on all shots, in great health, and even had a microchip inserted the day we got him. 
Cost us $78. 

The prisoners get the benefit of about $0.28 an hour for working, but most would work for free, 
just to be out of their cells for the day. Most of his budget is for utilities, building maintenance, 
etc. He pays the prisoners out of the fees collected for adopted animals. 

THIS IS TRUE STUFF 

Yet more empirical evidence that truth is stranger than fiction. 

SPACE CASE: Security officers at a mall in Spokane, Wash., became  concerned when they 
noticed that the door of a family restroom was  locked from the inside for over an hour. Once 
they got the man inside  to open the door, the security officer saw a color copier sitting on  the 
floor and called in sheriff's deputies, who found sheets of uncut $10 bills in the trash. Calvin 
Robinson, 19, allegedly admitted he  bought the copier for $100, and set up a counterfeit 
operation in the  restroom because that was the only place he could find with a power outlet 
and a locking door. The original of the $10 bill was found in  his pocket. Deputies say Robinson, 
who said he is homeless, told them  he wanted to copy the money to buy $90 worth of 
marijuana. "I don't  believe he's going to be recruited by NASA," a sheriff's spokesman  said. 
(Spokane Spokesman Review) ...Not when chimps are so much more  intelligent. 

 

HOME ALONE: Kyle Hausmann, 24, spent the evening in a bar in Brooklyn,  N.Y. He stayed until 
closing, straggled when others left at 4:00 a.m.,  then decided to visit the restroom before he 
left. He stayed in there  quite a while, he said, and when he finally emerged the lights were  out, 
no one was in the bar, and he was locked in by a security gate. "I  thought, 'I guess I'm going to 
be late for work'," he said. The  Harvard-graduate paralegal was, but resisted the temptation to 
pour  himself free drinks. He found a laptop and searched Google for "what to  do if you get 
locked in a bar," but "Google did not have any good  answers," he said. Meanwhile, he had 
plenty of time to think. "My  working theory was that I had gone down a wormhole," he said. 
"Someone  pointed out that perhaps I had gone to Narnia. But I would've  remembered Narnia. 
So it must've been a wormhole." (New York Times)  ...I'm just going to guess Hausmann drinks 
more than he lets on. 

 

AND HE'S COUNTING ON YOUR VOTE: Special Olympics champion Virgil Taylor,  34, has Down's 
Syndrome. He has a job cleaning up after parish  councillors in the town hall restaurant in 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset,  England -- wiping tables, setting up trolleys, washing 
councillors'  dishes. The government-subsidized adult care program for challenged  citizens 
makes the job possible, which "makes him feel useful and he is  so proud when he puts his 
uniform on," his mother said. But budget cuts  have hit the program: Taylor is not only not paid 
for his work, which  he has done for 17 years, but has now been told he has to pay 2.50  pounds 
(US$5) per day to work there. And if he misses work, he'll still  owe the fee. "The introduction of 
the fees was the result of the review  we carried out after we won the elections last May," 
shrugged  Councillor Ian Peddlesden. "I believe most people receive other  allowances that 
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would cover these charges." (London Evening Standard)  ...Which is known in the trade as a rob 
Peter to pay Paul with Public  money scheme. 

 

COUNTING ON SOMEONE'S (ANYONE'S!) VOTE: The town of Pillsbury, N.D., held  its primary 
election last month. The mayor and a couple of alderman  were running for re-election, but no 
one voted. Not even Mayor Darrel  Brudevold. "Everybody has got a job, and they're busy," 
Brudevold said.  "It just worked out that nobody seemed to go down there to the polls."  His 
wife, who was running for alderman, also runs the town's beauty  shop, and is the town 
postmaster. She had too many customers to get  away to vote. The mayor's excuse: "I had crops 
to spray before the  rains came," and "assumed" someone else would vote. The county auditor  
says those in office can appoint someone for the jobs -- including  themselves. "I presume 
things will stay the same," Brudevold said.  "We're just a little village, and when you're elected 
to one of those  jobs, well, once you get it, you got it." (AP) ...And hey: if the  voters "get it," 
they deserve it!  

MORE STUFF FOLKS HAVE SAID ABOUT STUFF STUFF 

Stuff folks have said about stuff that made me think of my own stuff… 

… 

"Happiness is a how, not a what; a talent, not an object." - Hermann Hesse   

"To see what is in front of one's nose needs a constant struggle." - George Orwell   

"Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are your own fears." - Rudyard Kipling   

"Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve 
neither Liberty nor Safety." - Benjamin Franklin   

"To get away from one's working environment is, in a sense, to get away from one's self; and 
this is often the chief advantage of travel and change." - Charles Horton Cooley   

"What is life but the angle of vision? A man is measured by the angle at which he looks at 
objects. What is life but what a man is thinking of all day? This is his fate and his employer. 
Knowing is the measure of the man. By how much we know, so much we are." - Ralph Waldo 
Emerson   

"It is not how old you are, but how you are old." - Jules Renard   

"As soon as we attract enough attention in the world to play a part in it, we are set rolling like a 
ball which will never again be at rest." - Charles Joseph, Prince de Ligne   

"Diogenes struck the father when the son swore." - Robert Burton   

"To think is to say no." - Emile Chartier   

"People hate those who make them feel their own inferiority." - Philip Chesterfield   

"The only tyrant I accept in this world is the 'still small voice' within me." - Mohandas K. Gandhi   

"One resolution I have made, and try always to keep, is this: To rise above the little things." - 
John Burroughs   
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"I have found that if you love life, life will love you back." - Arthur Rubinstein   

FINAL THOUGHT STUFF 

Random Thoughts (as if I have any other)… 

…interesting, even die-hard liberals are having trouble with Obama’s lack of inexperience… 

…folks want to vote for him because he is going to “change” things… 

…of course even Obama himself is quoted as saying… 

“The United States of America is the greatest country in the world  
and I’m going to change it.”  ~ Barack Obama 

???? 

…If it is the greatest country in the world what and why are you changing?  Why don’t we go 
back to basics and get the country focused on the important issues… 

…war on terrorism and eradicating radical Islam from the face of the planet… 

…reduced government spending – not less – for government programs… 

…closing our borders – illegal aliens don’t get in, period… 

…you want a government check, you work for it… 

…common sense rules the courts, not the trial lawyers… 

…could go on and on folks… 

…truly, Common Sense is dead – may he rest in peace… 

…oh by the way, you want another great insight into Obama’s thought process?...consider 

…he actually said that any debate on “character” was a distraction… 

…????... 

…oh, and hear is another good one… 

“We need to steer clear of this poverty of ambition, where people want to 
drive fancy cars and wear nice clothes and live in nice apartments but don't 
want to work hard to accomplish these things. Everyone should try to 
realize their full potential.  

We need to internalize this idea of excellence. Not many folks spend a lot of 
time trying to be excellent.” 

…????...”poverty of ambition”… 

…is it just me but unless you are a member of the “lucky sperm club” aren’t those folks who are 
buying what they want spending the money they made via hard work????... 

…isn’t this the same guy who wants to increase welfare payments for folks who – by definition 
– aren’t working?... 
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…and how hard is the work involved that generates the mega millions that Obama’s hollynut 
friends?... 

…Gosh, he scares me.  We worked for 30 years to rid the country of a menacing and blood-
sucking socialist nation, the USSR, and now we are about to create another one out of 
ourselves… 

…Obama is focused at single-handedly destroying the capitalistic system of the United States of 
America… 

…oh, gosh, on a lighter note…baby-sitted the grandkids the other day – love those munchkins… 

…watching the Open Championship in Britain…man those conditions are tough…but like the 
Scots say, “if the wind ain’t blowing, it ain’t golf”… 

…did you hear about Barack’s interview with a reporter of late? 

… 

REPORTER (to Barack Obama): At the Academy Awards, Jon Stewart made fun of the fact that 
your last name, Obama, sounds like Osama, the name of the most hated man on the planet. 
What is your reaction? 

BARACK OBAMA: Besides the unfortunate name similarity, Osama Bin-Laden and I have nothing 
in common. One of us is a confident, ethnic man with devoted supporters and a clear vision for 
the future, and the other is about to be elected President. 

… 

…LOL… 

…seen the Sean Hannity “Man on the Street” where they ask Obama supporters what their 
candidate has accomplished and to a person they are at a loss to come up with any significant 
accomplishment… 

…and that is who a lot of Americans want to elect?  God help us… 

…been watching a lot of sunsets of late…not just sitting there but “really” watching and letting 
it resonate my psyche... 

…as much as I contemplate life at times – of late it has been even more so…lot of decisions to 
make…typical life’s pressure compounded only by your ability to place them in perspective… 

…life was never meant to be easy, nor predictable, nor for that guaranteed along any factor 
that defines life…I’m reminded of what the American Historian, James Truslow Adams said… 

"Seek out that particular mental attribute which makes you feel most deeply 
and vitally alive, along with which comes the inner voice which says, 'This is the 

real me,' and when you have found that attitude, follow it." 

…it is clear to me that the “goodness of life” is not in your fortunes or tribulations but in your 
ability to do two things… 

…embrace each moment not as an experience, but as a challenge…regardless of whether it is a 
trial or a tribulation – ask yourself what you can do with that moment…and… 
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…seek out that “positive” with every breath… 

…not easy for sure, but how long you go through life is in the hands of God, how you go 
through life is in your hands… 

…why so contemplative of late?  Yet at another crossroad in my life…I’ve been to the top of the 
mountain and I’ve struggled in chasm…learned from both though the latter has had the added 
benefit of molding who I am and how I look at life… 

…okay, all that said, on a lighter note here is some philosophy humor – yea, you may not get it 
unless your mind is properly torque into the appropriate space-time continuum…enjoy… 

An engineer, a scientist, a mathematician, and a philosopher are hiking through the hills of 
Scotland, when they see a lone black sheep in a field.  

The engineer says, "What do you know, it looks like the sheep around here are black." The 
scientist looks at him skeptically and replies, "Well, at least some of them are." The 
mathematician considers this for a moment and replies, "Well, at least one of them is." Then 
the philosopher turns to them and says, "Well, at least on one side." 

…LOL… 

…another one?...sure… 

Question: what do you get when you cross the godfather and a philosopher? 

Answer: an offer you can’t understand 

…LOL…yea, I know, twisted humor is the sign of a twisted mind… 

…music of late?...still like Eddie Vedder in the “Into the Wild” soundtrack…but you can’t go 
wrong with Joe Purdy, Steve Forsman, Jonny Lang, etc… 

…then again been listening to a lot of Spanish Guitar music – goes well in the evening with my 
bride and a glass of vino… 

…okay folks, I’m outta here, hope you get a chance to think about life this week…not just react 
to the situation at hand, but consider your place within the context of a much larger canvas…a 
canvas painted with a myriad of colors…the colors of your family…your friends…where you 
live…how you live… 

…in the context of our country of which is facing a historical election…our planet that is dealing 
with multi-generational challenges and issues…and our solar system… 

…which by the way continues to putter along at about 250 kilometers/second (155 
miles/second) around the Milky Way galaxy… 

Reflectingly Yours… 

Don 
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EXPLANATORY – YET POIGNANT - DISCLAIMER 

For those new to this mailing, this Stuff memo is an ongoing email that I periodically send out 
for no other reason than to synthesize all the "stuff" I read as well as express my views on the 
world in general and life in specific.  

It serves as an intellectual catharsis, an emotional catholicon, and a spiritual revivification.  

Bottom line, this is simply the way that I soothe the synapses.  If you decide you don’t want to 
receive, simply reply with a “Thank You, No Thank You” and you’ll be removed from the mailing 
list. 


