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Hello Family and Friends: 

...another Sunday... 

...and... 

...some Stuff that Seemed Interesting at the Time... 

All the best… 

Don 
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REMINDER ON DONTURNER.WORDPRESS.COM STUFF 

Folks, as I’ve mentioned before, “Stuff” now sits up every Sunday – give or take - at the 
following URL: 

http://donturner.wordpress.com/  

Typically “out there” by noon on Sundays – sometimes earlier, sometimes later. 

Presently, I send out a blind cc from one of my gmail accounts to notify folks – but this often 
gets “kicked out” as potential SPAM by some of the Corporate and AOL filters.  That is the 
reason I don’t send it from my primary account. 

Therefore, though I will continue to send a “bcc” to folks on my mailing list over time I would 
suggest you simply check that site for the latest or learn how to establish a RSS feed. 

COME ON FOLKS, PLEASE GET SERIOUS STUFF 

Thanks Harvey 

You couldn't get a job at McDonalds and become district manager after 143 days of experience.  

You couldn't become chief of surgery after 143 days of experience of being a surgeon.  

You couldn't get a job as a teacher and be the superintendent after 143 days of experience.  

You couldn't join the military and become a Colonel after a 143 days of experience.  

You couldn't get a job as a reporter and become the nightly news anchor after 143 days of 
experience.   

BUT....  

'From the time Barack Obama was sworn in as a United State Senator, to the time he 
announced he was forming a Presidential exploratory committee, he logged 143 days of 
experience in the Senate. That's how many days the Senate was actually in session and working.  

After 143 days of work experience, Obama believed he was ready to be Commander In Chief, 
Leader of the Free World ... 143 days.!!!!!! 

We all have to start somewhere. The senate is a good start, but after 143 days, that's all it is - a 
start.  

AND 

Strangely, a large sector of the American public is okay with this and campaigning for him. We 
wouldn't accept this in our own line of work, yet some are okay with this for the President of 
the United States of America?  

"Come on folks, we are not voting for the next American Idol!" 

http://donturner.wordpress.com/
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MAYAN HISTORY STUFF 

Just spent a quick five-day, four-night stint in Cancun Mexico.  First real vacation my bride and I 
have had in years and one can argue couldn’t even take the time for this – but we did.  Anyway, 
with all of the “stuff” to do what I really enjoyed was two items: 

 Pulling two chairs down by the waves at 2100 each evening, opening a bottle of vino tinto 
and sitting with my bride watching and listening to the ocean and talking about life 

 Being allowed by my wife to have a complete “nerd” day and spend it at one of the Mayan 
historical sites 

You’ll just have to use your imagination for the former… 

…ahhh, but the latter was fascinating.  I’ve now downloaded a bunch of materials to read on 
the Mayans, Aztecs, Toltecs, and Inca’s – all related and interacting with each other for 
hundreds of years.  Plan on reading several books over the next few months on them.  Sure 
expect it to be interesting at the time. 

Anyway, just a quick snapshot on some “stuff” you may not know. 

+++  

Maya civilization 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Maya history  

Classic Maya collapse 

SPANISH CONQUEST OF YUCATÁN 

The Maya civilization is a 
Mesoamerican civilization, noted for 
the only known fully developed 
written language of the pre-Columbian 
Americas, as well as its spectacular art, 
monumental architecture, and 
sophisticated mathematical and 
astronomical systems. Initially 
established during the Preclassic 
period, many of these reached their apogee of development during the Classic period (c. 250 CE 
to 900 CE), and continued throughout the Postclassic period until the arrival of the Spanish. At 
its peak, it was one of the most densely populated and culturally dynamic societies in the world.  

The Maya civilization shares many features with other Mesoamerican civilizations due to the 
high degree of interaction and cultural diffusion that characterized the region. Advances such 
as writing, epigraphy, and the calendar did not originate with the Maya; however, their 
civilization fully developed them. Maya influence can be detected as far as central Mexico, 
more than 1000 km (625 miles) from the Maya area. Many outside influences are found in 
Maya art and architecture, which are thought to result from trade and cultural exchange rather 
than direct external conquest. The Maya peoples never disappeared, neither at the time of the 
Classic period decline nor with the arrival of the Spanish conquistadores and the subsequent 
Spanish colonization of the Americas. Today, the Maya and their descendants form sizable 
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populations throughout the Maya area and maintain a distinctive set of traditions and beliefs 
that are the result of the merger of pre-Columbian and post-Conquest ideologies (and 
structured by the almost total adoption of Roman Catholicism). Many different Mayan 
languages continue to be spoken as primary languages today; the Rabinal Achí, a play written in 
the Achi' language, was declared a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity 
by UNESCO in 2005. 

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION 

Extent of the Maya civilization. The geographic extent of the Maya civilization, known as the 
Maya area, extended throughout the southern Mexican states of Chiapas, Tabasco, and the 
Yucatán Peninsula states of Quintana Roo, Campeche and Yucatán. The Maya area also 
extended throughout the northern Central American region, including the present-day nations 
of Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador and western Honduras. 

As the largest sub-region in Mesoamerica, it encompassed a vast and varied landscape, from 
the mountainous regions of the Sierra Madre to the semi-arid plains of northern Yucatán. 
Climate in the Maya region can vary tremendously, as the low-lying areas are particularly 

susceptible to the hurricanes and tropical 
storms that frequent the Caribbean.  

The Maya area is generally divided into three 
loosely defined zones: the southern Maya 
highlands, the southern (or central) Maya 
lowlands, and the northern Maya lowlands. The 
southern Maya highlands include all of elevated 
terrain in Guatemala and the Chiapas highlands. 
The southern lowlands lie just north of the 
highlands, and incorporate the Petén of the 
Mexican states of Campeche and Quintana Roo 
and northern Guatemala, Belize and El Salvador. 
The northern lowlands cover the remainder of 
the Yucatán Peninsula, including the Puuc 
hills.[1] 

HISTORY 

Preclassic 

While the Maya area was initially inhabited around the 10th millennium BCE, the first clearly 
“Maya” settlements were established in approximately 1800 BCE in Soconusco region of the 
Pacific Coast. This point in time, known as the Early Preclassic,[2] was characterized by 
sedentary communities and the introduction of pottery and fired clay figurines.[3] 

Archaeological evidence suggests the construction of ceremonial architecture in Maya area by 
approximately 1000 BCE. The earliest configurations of such architecture consist of simple 
burial mounds, which would be the precursors to the stepped pyramids subsequently erected 
in the Late Preclassic. Prominent Middle and Late Preclassic settlement zones are located in the 
southern Maya lowlands, specifically in the Mirador and Petén Basins. Important sites in the 
southern Maya lowlands include Nakbe, El Mirador, Cival, and San Bartolo. In the Guatemalan 
Highlands Kaminal Juyú emerges around 800 BCE. For many centuries it controlled the Jade and 
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Obsidian sources for the Petén and Pacific Lowlands. The important early sites of Izapa, Takalik 
Abaj and Chocolá at around 600 BCE were the main producers of Cacao. Mid-sized Maya 
communities also began to develop in the northern Maya lowlands during the Middle and Late 
Preclassic, though these lacked the size, scale, and influence of the large centers of the 
southern lowlands. Two important Preclassic northern sites include Komchen and Dzibilchaltun. 

 

There is some disagreement about the boundaries which differentiate the physical and cultural 
extent of the early Maya and neighboring Preclassic Mesoamerican civilizations, such as the 
Olmec culture of the Tabasco lowlands and the Mixe-Zoque– and Zapotec–speaking peoples of 
Chiapas and southern Oaxaca, respectively. Many of the earliest significant inscriptions and 
buildings appeared in this overlapping zone, and evidence suggests that these cultures and the 
formative Maya influenced one another.[4] Takalik Abaj in the Pacific slopes of Guatemala, is 
the only site where Olmec and then Maya features, have been found. 

CLASSIC 

The ruins of Palenque.The Classic period (c. 250 CE–900 CE) witnessed the peak of large-scale 
construction and urbanism, the recording of monumental inscriptions, and a period of 
significant intellectual and artistic development, particularly in the southern lowland regions.[5] 
They developed an agriculturally intensive, city-centered empire consisting of numerous 
independent city-states. This includes the well-known cities of Tikal, Palenque, Copán and 
Calakmul, but also the lesser known Dos Pilas, Uaxactun, Altun Ha, and Bonampak, among 
others. The Early Classic settlement distribution in the northern Maya lowlands is not as clearly 
known as the southern zone, but does include a number 
of population centers, such as Oxkintok, Chunchucmil, 
and the early occupation of Uxmal.  

The most notable monuments are the stepped pyramids 
they built in their religious centers and the accompanying 
palaces of their rulers. The palace at Cancuen is the 
largest in the Maya area, though the site, interestingly, 
lacks pyramids. Other important archaeological remains 
include the carved stone slabs usually called stelae (the 
Maya called them tetun, or "tree-stones"), which depict 
rulers along with hieroglyphic texts describing their 
genealogy, military victories, and other 
accomplishments.[6] 

The Maya participated in long distance trade with many 
of the other Mesoamerican cultures, including 
Teotihuacan, the Zapotec and other groups in central and 
gulf-coast Mexico, as well as with more distant, non-
Mesoamerican groups. For example the Tainos in the 
caribbean, also archaeologists found gold from Panama 
in the Sacred Cenote of Chichen Itza.[7] Important trade 
goods included cacao, salt, sea shells, jade and obsidian. 

THE MAYA COLLAPSE 
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For reasons that are still debated, the Maya centers of the southern lowlands went into decline 
during the 8th and 9th centuries and were abandoned shortly thereafter. This decline was 
coupled with a cessation of monumental inscriptions and large-scale architectural 
construction.*8+ Although there is no universally accepted theory to explain this “collapse,” 
current theories fall into two categories: non-ecological and ecological. 

Non-ecological theories of Maya decline are divided into several subcategories, such as 
overpopulation, foreign invasion, peasant revolt, and the collapse of key trade routes. 
Ecological hypotheses include environmental disaster, epidemic disease, and climate change. 
There is evidence that the Maya population exceeded carrying capacity of the environment 
including exhaustion of agricultural potential and overhunting of megafauna.[9] Some scholars 
have recently theorized that an intense 200 year drought led to the collapse of Maya 
civilization.[10] The drought theory originated from research performed by physical scientists 
studying lake beds,[11] ancient pollen, and other data, not from the archaeological community. 

POSTCLASSIC PERIOD 

During the succeeding Postclassic period (from the 10th to the early 16th century), 
development in the northern centers persisted, characterized by an increasing diversity of 
external influences. The Maya cities of the northern lowlands in Yucatán continued to flourish 
for centuries more; some of the important sites in this era were Chichen Itza, Uxmal, Edzná, and 
Coba. After the decline of the ruling dynasties of Chichen and Uxmal, Mayapan ruled all of 
Yucatán until a revolt in 1450. (This city's name may be the source of the word "Maya", which 
had a more geographically restricted meaning in Yucatec and colonial Spanish and only grew to 
its current meaning in the 19th and 20th centuries). The area then degenerated into competing 
city-states until the Yucatán was conquered by the Spanish. 

The Itza Maya, Ko'woj, and Yalain groups of Central Peten survived the "Classic Period Collapse" 
in small numbers and by 1250 reconstituted themselves to form competing city-states. The Itza 
maintained their capital at Tayasal (also known as Noh Petén), an archaeological site thought to 
underlay the modern city of Flores, Guatemala on Lake Petén Itzá. It ruled over an area 
extending across the Peten Lakes region, encompassing the community of Eckixil on Lake 
Quexil. The Ko'woj had their capital at Zacpeten. Postclassic Maya states also continued to 
survive in the southern highlands. One of the Maya kingdoms in this area, the K'iche', is 
responsible for the best-known Maya work of historiography and mythology, the Popol Vuh. 
Other highland kingdoms included the Mam based at Huehuetenango, the Kaqchikels based at 
Iximché and the Chuj, based at San Mateo Ixtatán. The Poqomam possibly had their capital at 
Mixco Viejo. 

COLONIAL PERIOD 

Shortly after their first expeditions to the region, the Spanish initiated a number of attempts to 
subjugate the Maya and establish a colonial presence in the Maya territories of the Yucatán 
Peninsula and the Guatemalan highlands. This campaign, sometimes termed "The Spanish 
Conquest of Yucatán," would prove to be a lengthy and dangerous exercise for the 
conquistadores from the outset, and it would take some 170 years before the Spanish 
established substantive control over all Maya lands. 

Unlike the Spanish campaigns against the Aztec and Inca Empires, there was no single Maya 
political center which once overthrown would hasten the end of collective resistance from the 
indigenous peoples. Instead, the conquistador forces needed to subdue the numerous 
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independent Maya polities almost one by one, many of which kept up a fierce resistance. Most 
of the conquistadores were motivated by the prospects of the great wealth to be had from the 
seizure of precious metal resources such as gold or silver; however, the Maya lands themselves 
were poor in these resources. This would become another factor in forestalling Spanish designs 
of conquest, as they instead were initially attracted to the reports of great riches in central 
Mexico or Peru. 

The last Maya states, the Itza polity of Tayasal and the Ko'woj city of Zacpeten, were 
continuously occupied and remained independent of the Spanish until late in the 17th century. 
They were finally subdued by the Spanish in 1697. 

POLITICAL STRUCTURES 

A typical Classic Maya polity was a small hierarchical state (ajawil, ajawlel, or ajawlil) headed by 
a hereditary ruler known as an ajaw (later k’uhul ajaw).*12+ Such kingdoms were usually no 
more than a capital city with its neighborhood and several lesser towns, although there were 
greater kingdoms, which controlled larger territories and extended patronage over smaller 
polities. 

Each kingdom had a name that did not necessarily correspond to any locality within its 
territory. Its identity was that of a political unit associated with a particular ruling dynasty. For 
instance, the archaeological site of Naranjo was the capital of the kingdom of Saal. The land 
(chan ch’e’n) of the kingdom and its capital were called Wakab’nal or Maxam and were part of 
a larger geographical entity known as Huk Tsuk. Interestingly, despite constant warfare and 
eventual shifts in regional power, most kingdoms never disappeared from the political 
landscape until the collapse of the whole system in the 9th century CE. In this respect, Classic 
Maya kingdoms are highly similar to late Post Classic polities encountered by the Spaniards in 
Yucatán and Central Mexico: some polities could be subordinated to hegemonic rulers through 
conquests or dynastic unions and yet even then they persisted as distinct entities. 

Mayanists have been increasingly accepting a "court paradigm" of Classic Maya societies which 
puts the emphasis on the centrality of the royal household and especially the person of the 
king. This approach focuses on Maya monumental spaces as the embodiment of the diverse 
activities of the royal household. It considers the role of places and spaces (including dwellings 
of royalty and nobles, throne rooms, temples, halls and plazas for public ceremonies) in 
establishing power and social hierarchy, and also in projecting aesthetic and moral values to 
define the wider social realm. 

Spanish sources invariably describe even the largest Maya settlements as dispersed collections 
of dwellings grouped around the temples and palaces of the ruling dynasty and lesser nobles. 
None of the Classic Maya cities shows evidence of economic specialization and commerce of 
the scale of Mexican Tenochtitlan. Instead, Maya cities could be seen as enormous royal 
households, the locales of the administrative and ritual activities of the royal court. They were 
the places where privileged nobles could approach the holy ruler, where aesthetic values of the 
high culture were formulated and disseminated, where aesthetic items were consumed. They 
were the self-proclaimed centers and the sources of social, moral, and cosmic order. The fall of 
a royal court as in the well-documented cases of Piedras Negras or Copan would cause the 
inevitable "death" of the associated settlement. 

+++  
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Lot more at Wikipedia… 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maya_civilization&printable=yes  

Check it out – sure seemed interesting at the time. 

PRESIDENT BUSH AND SEVEN AND ONE-HALF YEARS STUFF 

Published before, well worth repeating! 

Who owns the checkbook in Washington DC?   

Come on boys and girls, don’t be shy… 

…over there with your hand raised… 

Yes, Virginia?  You said “Congress” – very good. 

Now if Congress writes the checks in Washington – and the President doesn’t – can somebody 
explain the following? 

***  

George Bush has been in office for 7 1/2 years.  The first six the economy was fine. 

A little over one year ago: 

 Consumer confidence stood at a 2 1/2 year high;  

 Regul ar gasoline sold for $2.19 a gallon; 

 The unemployment rate was 4.5%. 

 The DOW JONES hit a record high -- 14,000+ 

 American's were buying new cars, taking cruises and vacations overseas, living large! 

But American's wanted 'CHANGE'!    

So, in 2006 they voted in a Democratic Congress & yep -- we got 'CHANGE' all right! 

 Consumer confidence has plummeted; 

 Gasoline is now over $4 a gallon & climbing; 

 Unemployment is up to 5% (a 10% increase); 

 Americans have seen their home equity drop by $12 trillion dollars and prices are still 
dropping 

 1% of American homes are in foreclosure. 

 THE DOW is probing another low -  $2.5 TRILLION DOLLARS HAS EVAPORATED FROM THEIR 
STOCKS, BONDS & MUTUAL FUNDS INVESTMENT PORTFOLIOS! 

YEP, IN 2006 AMERICA VOTED FOR CHANGE! AND WE GOT IT! A DEMOCRATIC 
CONGRESS,NANCY PELOSI. HARRY REID. 

Now the Democrats' candidate for president -- and the polls say he's gonna be 'the man' -- 
claims he's gonna really give us change! Just how much more 'change' do you think you can 
stand? 

Have a very nice day.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maya_civilization&printable=yes
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THE BRITS ON SARAH PALIN STUFF 

Thanks MB 

From the London Daily Mail 

A pistol-packin' Looby Loo: the Left's worst nightmare  

Last updated at 11:27 PM on 04th September 2008 

Frank Sinatra would have got the joke. In the words of the great political philosopher, they all 
laughed at Christopher Columbus when he said the world was round.  

They're all laughing, too, at John McCain for choosing Sarah Palin as his running mate. The usual 
suspects took one look at this pistol-packin' momma and reacted 
like John McEnroe to a disputed line call: you cannot be serious! 

Certainly, the pick came, as the Americans say, out of left field. 
But Sarah Palin is centre stage now, and suddenly it's game on. 

Stern, God-fearin', gun-totin' Sarah Palin. Will she get the last 
laugh? 

At the very least, McCain has got a wonderful sense of mischief - a 
quality sadly lacking in most politicians. 

The way the Left, both here and in America, are contorting 
themselves is a joy to behold. Sarah Palin is every Guardianista's 
worst nightmare. 

It's reminiscent of how they used to patronise Mrs Thatcher 30 years ago. What did this small-
town girl know about anything? 

How could any woman expect to run a country and raise a family? What does she know about 
foreign affairs? 

Of course, they weren't saying that a woman couldn't be Prime Minister, you understand. Just 
not this woman. 

Shirley Williams would have been fine, but this ghastly, lower middle- class Snobby Roberts 
woman from Grantham, of all places - AAARGH! 

It's been hilarious watching the sisterhood tie themselves in knots over Sarah Palin. 

They've been in full Glenda Slagg mode - dontcha just hate her, dontcha just love her?  

On the one hand she's a feisty, capable woman shaking up the political establishment, while 
juggling a family and career. I don't know how she does it.  

But on the other, she's a Godfearing, gun-totin', good ol' girl. She hunts, she fishes - she's a 
Republican, for goodness' sake. 

Sarah Palin is every red-blooded redneck's fantasy figure, every randy schoolboy's Mrs 
Robinson. She could have stepped straight out of one of long-lost cousin Michael's Ripping 
Yarns. 
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Cheerleader, beauty queen, dominatrix of the Harper Valley PTA, mother of five, mayor, 
governor and now a heartbeat away from the Vice-Presidency. 

You couldn't make her up. Law And Order's Fred Thompson, once a presidential candidate 
himself, hit the baby seal on the head when he said the Left were in a blind panic over what to 
do about Palin. 

Enlarge   

Joke's on you: John McCain, displaying a sense 
of mischief rare in politics, with his choice of 
Sarah Palin, surrounded by her family, as his 
running-mate 

What they are doing is what they usually do 
when confronted with something which offends 
their world view - character assassination. Every 
'liberal' newspaper and TV network has sent hatchet men north to Alaska to dig for the dirt 
beneath the tundra. 

What they discovered is that 80 per cent of Alaskans think she's doing a great job. 

A supermarket tabloid is claiming she had an affair, which she denies. Apart from that, the 
worst the scandal-hounds have come up with is that Palin, as governor, put pressure on a police 
chief to fire her former brother-in-law. 

Given that said brother-in-law had beaten up her sister and threatened to kill her father, I'd say 
that far from abusing her office, she showed considerable restraint. I'm surprised she didn't put 
a bullet in his head. 

The big talking point is the pregnancy of Palin's 17-year-old daughter, Bristol, who is soon to 
marry her boyfriend. That's what I call a shotgun wedding! 

Still, it kills the wild rumour that Bristol is really the mother of Palin's Down's syndrome baby, 
Trig. 

You've just got to like a woman who calls her son after a character in Only Fools And Horses. 
Although it's probably fair to assume she doesn't have a working knowledge of Cockney 
rhyming slang, otherwise her daughter would never have been christened Bristol. 

When Palin talks about shattering the glass ceiling, the sisters are supposed to cheer - except 
most of them suspect her idea of shattering a glass ceiling would be with a both barrels blast 
from a 12-bore. 

She epitomises the 'God and guns' mentality at which Barack Obama and his supporters sneer. 
They use 'small town' as a pejorative term. That's not how Middle America sees it. 

John Mellencamp wrote his hit song Small Town as an ironic take on Hicksville, USA. He even 
performed it at an Obama rally earlier this year. 

 

Back at you: Democrats say Sarah lacks the experience for the top job - but neither do Obama 
or Biden 
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But that hasn't stopped Middle Americans adopting it as an anthem. Mellencamp must be just 
as horrified as Springsteen was when Ronald Reagan purloined his anti-war Born In The USA as 
a campaign song. 

It's not that the Americans don't do irony, as European 'sophisticates' always maintain. 

It's just that sometimes, my dear, they don't give a damn. A good song is a good song - and to 
hell with the message. 

Most Americans were born and raised in a small town. Her values are their values. 

The mantra from the Obama camp is that she lacks the experience to be VP. In truth, she has 
more executive experience than either Obama or his Neil Kinnock-impersonator sidekick mate 
Joe Biden, neither of whom has ever run anything. 

But, wail the sceptics, what about foreign affairs? Admittedly, Palin has never slagged off her 
country at a mass rally in Berlin. But Alaska's next door to Russia. She's got more experience of 

dealing with Russians than anyone outside of corporate 
hospitality at Stamford Bridge. 

Who is Putin more likely to be wary of - Barack 'we must 
negotiate with dictators' Obama, or Looby Loo packing 
heat? 

To paraphrase the Duke of Wellington, I don't know what 
she does to the enemy, but she scares the life out of me. 

Palin reminds me of the old joke about what's the 
difference between the IRA and a woman with PMT? You 
can negotiate with the IRA. 

What she does have in spades is experience of the energy 
industry - the number one concern right now. Palin would 
drill, drill and drill some more - polar bears or no polar 
bears. And when the oil companies got greedy, she 
imposed a windfall tax. Unlike Gordon Brown, who'd keep 
it, she gave every Alaskan a $1,200 rebate. 

With all the hoop-la, it's easy to forget that she's running 
for Vice-President, not President. Not yet. 

Sarah Palin: The next Margaret Thatcher? Time will tell... 

That's what really frightens her condescending opponents. 
Not that we've a leg to stand on in Britain. We've got Harriet Harman a chewed fingernail away 
from the top job - and she's never shot a moose in her life. 

Remember, they all laughed at Margaret Thatcher. 

But ho, ho, ho, who had the last laugh? 

MAINSTREAM MEDIA AND SARAH PALIN STUFF 

Thanks MB 
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They say a picture is worth a thousand words… 

…hmmm… 

…sometimes maybe even more. 

 

NEW PREAMBLE TO THE BILL OF RIGHTS 

NEW PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The following has been attributed to State Representative Mitchell Kaye from GA.  Don't email 
me with crap from snopes.com if it wasn't.  I said - attributed to - which is not the same as it 
being absolutely factual.   Regardless, it's a great piece of writing! 

+++  

'We the sensible people of the United States, in an attempt to help everyone get along, restore 
some semblance of justice, avoid more riots, keep our nation safe, promote positive behavior, 
and secure the blessings of debt-free liberty to ourselves and our great-great-great-
grandchildren, hereby try one more time to ordain and establish some common sense 
guidelines for the terminally whiny, guilt ridden, delusional, and other liberal bed-wetters. We 
hold these truths to be self evident: that a whole lot of people are confused by the Bill of Rights 
and are so dim they require a Bill of NON-Rights.' 
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ARTICLE I: You do not have the right to a new car, big screen TV, or any other form of wealth. 
More power to you if you can legally acquire them , but no one is guaranteeing anything. 

ARTICLE II: You do not have the right to never be 
offended. This country is based on freedom, and 
that means freedom for everyone -- not just you! 
You may leave the room, turn the channel, express 
a different opinion, etc.; but the world is full of 
idiots, and probably always will be.  

ARTICLE III: You do not have the right to be free 
from harm. If you stick a screwdriver in your eye, 
learn to be more careful; do not expect the tool 
manufacturer to make you and all your relatives 
independently wealthy. 

ARTICLE IV: You do not have the right to free food 
and housing. Americans are the most charitable 
people to be found, and will gladly help anyone in need, but we are quickly growing weary of 
subsidizing generation after generation of professional couch potatoes who achieve nothing 
more than the creation of another generation of professional couch potatoes . 

ARTICLE V: You do not have the righ t to free health care. That would be nice, but from the 
looks of public housing, we're just not interested in public health care.. 

ARTICLE VI: You do not have the right to physically harm other people. If you kidnap, rape, 
intentionally maim, or kill someone, don't be surprised if the rest of us want to see you fry in 
the electric chair. 

ARTICLE VII: You do not have the right to the possessions of others. If you rob, cheat, or coerce 
away the goods or services of other citizens, don't be surprised if the rest of us get together and 
lock you away in a place where you still won't have the right to a big screen color TV or a life of 
leisure. 

ARTICLE VIII: You do not have the right to a job.. All of us sure want you to have a job, and will 
gladly help you along in hard times, but we expect you to take advantage of the opportunities 
of education and vocational training laid before you to make yourself useful. (AMEN!) 

ARTICLE IX: You do not have the right to happiness. Being an American means that you have the 
right to PURSUE happiness, which by the way, is a lot easier if you are unencumbered by an 
over abundance of idiotic laws created by those of you who were confused by the Bill of Rights. 

ARTICLE X: This is an English speaking country. We don't care where you are from, English is our 
language. Learn it or go back to wherever you came from! (Lastly....) 

ARTICLE XI: You do not have the right to change our country's history or heritage. This country 
was founded on the belief in one true God. And yet, you are given the freedom to believe in any 
religion, any faith, or no faith at all; with no fear of persecution. The phrase IN GOD WE TRUST 
is part of our heritage and history, and if you are uncomfortable with it, TOUGH!!!! GET OVER IT 
!!! 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 14 

 

IF YOU COULD KICK YOURSELF AND OTHER THOUGHTS STUFF 

If you could kick the posterior of the person who has hurt you the most… 

...you wouldn’t be able to sit down for six weeks. ~John Hagee 

 

Why always "not yet"?  Do flowers in spring say "not yet"?  ~Norman Douglas 

 

As if you could kill time without injuring eternity.  ~Henry David Thoreau, "Economy," Walden, 
1854 

 

Life is not lost by dying; life is lost minute by minute, day by dragging day, in all the thousand 
small uncaring ways.  ~Stephen Vincent Benét 

 

And in the end, it's not the years in your life that count.  It's the life in your years.  ~Abraham 
Lincoln 

 

There is no cure for birth and death save to enjoy the interval.  ~George Santayana, "War 
Shrines," Soliloquies in England and Later Soliloquies, 1922 

 

For a long time it had seemed to me that life was about to begin - real life.  But there was 
always some obstacle in the way.  Something to be got through first, some unfinished business, 
time still to be served, a debt to be paid.  Then life would begin.  At last it dawned on me that 
these obstacles were my life.  ~Fr. Alfred D'Souza 

 

Time! where didst thou those years inter 

Which I have seene decease? 

~William Habington 

 

Be happy while you're living, for you're a long time dead.  ~Scottish Proverb 

 

To always be intending to live a new life, but never find time to set about it - this is as if a man 
should put off eating and drinking from one day to another till he be starved and destroyed.  
~Walter Scott 

 

I still find each day too short for all the thoughts I want to think, all the walks I want to take, all 
the books I want to read and all the friends I want to see.  ~John Burroughs 
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Never forget that you must die; that death will come sooner than you expect... God has written 
the letters of death upon your hands.  In the inside of your hands you will see the letters M.M.  
It means "Memento Mori" - remember you must die.  ~J. Furniss, Tracts for Spiritual Reading 

 

There are a million ways to lose a work day, but not even a single way to get one back.  ~Tom 
DeMarco and Timothy Lister 

 

To change one's life:  Start immediately.  Do it flamboyantly.  No exceptions.  ~William James 

BELTWAY BOYS AND HYPOCRISY STUFF 

Even as the Obama camp ponders how best to handle John McCain's veep pick of Sarah Palin, 
the high priests and priestesses of the media have marked her as an apostate. The Beltway class 
is in full-throated rebellion against a nondomesticated conservative who might pose a threat to 
their coronation of Barack Obama and the return of Camelot-on-the-Potomac. 

Here is a sampler of media comment on Governor Palin this week: 

 Eleanor Clift, the McLaughlin Group: "If the media reaction is anything, it's been literally 
laughter in many places across newsrooms." 

 Sally Quinn, Newsweek: "It is a political gimmick . . . I find it 
insulting to women, to the Republican party, and to the country." 

 E.J. Dionne, Washington Post: "Palin is, if anything, less qualified for 
the vice presidency (and the presidency) than [Harriet] Miers was 
for the court. But there is one big difference: Palin passes all the 
right-wing litmus tests." 

 Maureen Dowd, New York Times: "They have a tradition of 
nominating fun, bantamweight cheerleaders from the West." 

 Ruth Marcus, Washington Post: "But as a parent in the media, I also 
know that the Palins assumed this risk. Anyone who watched 
coverage of the Bush twins' barroom exploits knew that the avert-
your-eyes stance toward candidates' children has its limits." 

 Charlie Cook, Beltway pundit, on PBS's "Charlie Rose": "I had a friend that had a young 
person tell them that they had three interviews to get a job as a server at Ruby Tuesday! So 
this is like putting a whole -- for someone that hasn't played on a national -- Geraldine 
Ferraro had more -- Dan Quayle had undergone more scrutiny, had played on a bigger stage 
than this. This is putting an enormous risk on someone he didn't know. And he has to just 
pray that it works!" 

This is the same media whose chant for weeks -- no, months -- has been "let McCain be 
McCain." If we know anything about John McCain, it is that he is by instinct a reformer, 
sometimes to a fault. Yet when he acts like McCain and picks a maverick reformer in his own 
mold, his former media cheering squad turns on him for not conforming to Beltway mores and 
picking someone they've all met 10 times in the CNN green room. 
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They want a VP to be a kind of parliamentary choice, someone they have already vetted, 
someone who's made them laugh with insider jokes at the Gridiron dinner. The Beltway class 
whines constantly about how it wants fresh voices in politics, but we guess this means a first-
term Democratic Senator rather than a first-term Republican Governor from some godforsaken 
U.S. state few of them have ever been to. 

We are instructed that Mrs. Palin isn't qualified, because she lacks Washington experience. But 
until recently that was said to be a virtue in Mr. Obama, who is at the top of his ticket. 
Meanwhile, there's hardly a peep of media notice that the Obama campaign is preposterously 
trying to remake Joe Biden into a poor scrapper from Scranton when he's been in the Senate 
for 36 years. They all know Joe. But when Mr. McCain picks an authentic middle-class mother 
who is also a Governor, we are told she's not up to the job. 

The spin du jour is that her choice reflects poorly on Candidate McCain because she wasn't 
properly vetted. Yet this seems to be false. Campaign vetter A.B. Culvahouse, White House 
counsel under Ronald Reagan, says Mrs. Palin told the campaign about her pregnant daughter 
and her husband's DUI at the age of 22. On Monday, Time magazine's Nathan Thornburgh 
wrote from Wasilla, Alaska, that Bristol Palin's pregnancy had been known by virtually everyone 
there, with little made of it. But what do these private family matters have to do with Mrs. 
Palin's credentials to be Vice President in any case? 

The press in 2000 ignored marijuana use by Al Gore's son, as it should have. But now we are 
told a teenage pregnancy is going to raise second thoughts among evangelicals and "family 
values voters" about Mrs. Palin's ability to be both a mother and a public official. This is also 
false. 

Leaving aside the embarrassing reality that the Beltway press corps barely knows any 
evangelicals, religious leaders this week greeted the pregnancy news with support for the 
Palins. Offering support for unwed pregnant women and their families is a primary activity of 
these churches from one end of America to the other. That might even make a good story for 
someone this weekend. 

What's really going on here is that the Beltway class can see how popular the Palin pick is with 
Republicans outside Washington, and especially with middle-class conservatives. As Richard 
Land, a leader with the Southern Baptist Convention, said Monday, John McCain's selection of 
Sarah Palin closed the "enthusiasm gap" between the two parties. 

There is nothing more dangerous to entrenched Washington power than a populist 
conservative who looks unlikely to buy into Washington's creature comforts. Take a close look 
at Governor Palin's record on ethics and energy in Alaska, and it becomes clear what this 
Beltway outburst is actually about. The irony is that while Senator Obama is running on change, 
his acceptance speech made explicit that he's promising only more power and money for 
Washington. Sarah Palin's history of taking on the career politicians of a corrupt Alaskan GOP 
machine -- her own party -- shows that she's the more authentic change agent. 

* * * 

If Sarah Palin succeeds as a national candidate, she could help John McCain proceed to a reform 
Presidency. Even if he loses while she does well, she could emerge as a major figure in GOP 
politics for years to come. This is why the media and political classes are so eager to discredit 
her. They can't let it happen. 
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We hope Mr. McCain and the GOP are prepared to fight back. On the evidence this week, it 
looks like an army of volunteers is forming up to help them. 

TALKING ABOUT DOGS STUFF 

Oaths for a Dog to Take to be a "GOOD DOG"  

I will not eat the cats' food before they eat it or after they throw it up.  

The garbage collector is NOT stealing our stuff.  

The Litter Box is not a cookie jar.  

The sofa is not a 'face towel'.  

I will not play tug-of-war with Dad's underwear when he's on the toilet.  

Sticking my nose into someone's crotch is an unacceptable way of saying 'hello.'  

I must shake the rainwater out of my fur before entering the house not after.  

The cat is not a 'squeaky toy' so when I play with him and he makes that noise, it's usually not a 
good thing.  

-----------  

Questions dogs might ask God:  

Dear God: When we get to heaven, can we sit on your couch? Or is it still the same old story?  

Dear God: Why are there cars named a fter the jaguar, the cougar, the mustang, the colt, the 
stingray, and the rabbit, but not ONE named for a Dog? How often do you see a cougar riding 
around? We do love a nice ride! Would it be so hard to rename the 'Chrysler Eagle' the 'Chrysler 
Beagle'?  

Dear God: Are there mailmen in Heaven? If there are, will I have to apologize?  

Dear God: Why do humans smell the flowers, but seldom, if ever, smell one another?  

Dear God: We Dogs can understand human verbal instructions, hand signals, whistles, horns, 
clickers, beepers, scent ID's, electromagnetic energy fields, and Frisbee flight paths. What do 
humans understand? 

THE LAWYERS PARTY STUFF 

Thanks John 

I never have looked at it this way. Interesting.  

The Democrat Party has become the Lawyers Party.  

Barrack Obama and Hillary Clinton are lawyers.  

Bill Clinton and Michelle Obama are lawyers. John Edwards, the other former Democrat 
candidate for president, is a lawyer, and so is his wife, Elizabeth. Every Democrat nominee since 
1984 went to law school (although Gore did not graduate). Every Democrat vice presidential 
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nominee since 1976, except for Lloyd Bentsen, went to law school. Look at the Democrat Party 
in Congress: the Majority Leader in each house is a lawyer.  

The Republican Party is different. President Bush and Vice President Cheney were not lawyers, 
but businessmen. The leaders of the Republican Revolution were not lawyers. Newt Gingrich 
was a history professor; Tom Delay was an exterminator; and, Dick Armey was an economist.  

House Minority Leader Boehner was a plastic manufacturer, not a lawyer. The former Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist is a heart surgeon. Who was the last Republican president who was a 
lawyer?  

Gerald Ford, who left office 31 years ago and who barely won the Republican nomination as a 
sitting president, running against Ronald Reagan in 1976.  

The Republican Party is made up of real people doing real work.  

The Democrat Party is made up of lawyers.  

Democrats mock and scorn men who create wealth, like Bush and Cheney, or who heal the sick, 
like Frist, or who immerse themselves in history, like Gingrich.  

The Lawyers Party sees these sorts of people, who provide goods and services that people 
want, as the enemies of America . And, so we have seen the procession of official enemies, in 
the eyes of the Lawyers Party, grow.  

Against whom do Hillary and Obama rail? Pharmaceutical companies, oil companies, hospitals, 
manufacturers, fast food restaurant chains, large retail businesses, bankers, and anyone 
producing anything of value in our nation.  

This is the natural consequence of viewing everything through the eyes of lawyers. Lawyers try 
to solve problems by successfully representing their clients, in this case the American people. 
Lawyers seek to have new laws passed, they seek to win lawsuits, they press appellate courts to 
overturn precedent, and lawyers always parse language to favor their side. Confined to the 
narrow practice of law, that is fine.  

But it is an awful way to govern a great nation. When politicians as lawyers begin to view some 
Americans as clients and other Americans as opposing parties, then the role of the legal system 
in our life becomes all-consuming. Some Americans become 'adverse parties' of our very 
government. We are not all litigants in some vast social class-action suit. We are citizens of a 
republic that promises us a great deal of freedom from laws, from courts, and from lawyers.  

Today, we are drowning in laws; we are contorted by judicial decisions; we are driven to 
distraction by omnipresent lawyers in all parts of our once private lives. America has a place for 
laws and lawyers, but that place is modest and reasonable, not vast and unchecked. When the 
most important decision for our next president is whom he will appoint to the Supreme Court, 
the role of lawyers and the law inAmerica is too big. When lawyers use criminal prosecution as 
a continuation of politics by other means, as happened in the lynching of Scooter Libby and 
Tom Delay, then the power of lawyers in America is too great. When House Democrats sue 
America in order to hamstring our efforts to learn what our enemies are planning to do to us, 
then the role of litigation in America has become crushing.  

We cannot expect the Lawyers Party to provide real change, real reform, or real hope in 
America .  
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Most Americans know that a republic in which every major government action must be blessed 
by nine unelected judges is not what Washington intended in 1789. Most Americans grasp that 
we cannot fight a war when ACLU lawsuits snap at the heels of our defenders. Most Americans 
intuit that more lawyers and judges will not restore declining moral values or spark the spirit of 
enterprise in our economy.  

Perhaps Americans will understand that change cannot be brought to our nation by those 
lawyers who already largely dictate American society and business. Perhaps Americans will see 
that hope does not come from the mouths of lawyers but from personal dreams nourished by 
hard work. Perhaps Americans will embrace the truth that more lawyers with more power will 
only make our problems worse.  

DID YOU KNOW STUFF 

The correct response to the Irish greeting, "Top of the morning to you," is "and the rest of the 
day to yourself."  

Giraffes have no vocal cords.  

Joe DiMaggio had more home runs than strikeouts during his career.  

All porcupines float in water.  

Hang On Sloopy is the official rock song of Ohio.  

A-1 Steak Sauce contains both orange peel and raisins.  

Many northern parishes (counties) of Louisiana did not agree with the Confederate movement. 
To show their disapproval, they changed their names. That's why there is a Union Parish, 
Jefferson Parish, etc.  

The Pentagon, in Arlington, Virginia, has twice as many bathrooms as is necessary. When it was 
built in the 1940s, the state of Virginia still had segregation laws requiring separate toilet 
facilities for blacks and whites.  

Residents of the island of Lesbos are Lesbosians, rather than Lesbians. (Of course, lesbians are 
called lesbians because Sappho was from Lesbos.)  

The Chinese ideogram for 'trouble' symbolizes 'two women living under one roof'.  

German has a wood for the peace offerings brought to your mate when you've committed 
some conceived slight. This is "drachenfutter" or dragon's food.  

In Chinese, the words for crisis and opportunity are the same.  

No word in the English language rhymes with month.  

Clans of long ago that wanted to get rid of their unwanted people without killing them use to 
burn their houses down - hence the expression "to get fired."  

The poisonous copperhead smells like fresh cut cucumbers.  

In Disney's "Fantasia", the Sorcerer's name is "Yensid" (Disney backwards.)  

The smallest mushroom's name is "Hop-low."  

Anne Boleyn had six fingernails on one hand.  



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 20 

 

Mustard gas was invented in the McKinley Building on the American University campus. 
Additionally, preliminary work on the Manhattan Project was done in that building. The 
government used the McKinley Building because of its unusual archticture. If there would be 
any type of large explosion inside the building, the building would implode onto itself, 
containing any lethal gas or nuclear material. The building now houses the Physics Department.  

When angered, the ears of Tazmanian devils turn a pinkish-red.  

The cruise liner, Queen Elizabeth II, moves only six inches for each gallon of diesel that it burns.  

The naval rank of "Admiral" is derived from the Arabic phrase "amir al bahr", which means "lord 
of the sea".  

The Les Nessman character on the TV series WKRP in Cincinnati wore a band-aid in every 
episode. Either on himself, his glasses, or his clothing.  

A coat hanger is 44 inches long if straightened  

The roads on the island of Guam are made with coral. Guam has no sand. The sand on the 
beaches is actually ground coral. When concrete is mixed, the coral sand is used instead of 
importing regular sand from thousands of miles away.  

Mt. Vernon Washington grows more tulips than the entire country of Holland.  

Jamie Farr (who played Klinger on M*A*S*H) was the only member of the cast who actually 
served as a soldier in the Korean war.  

The southern most city in the United States is Na'alehu, Hawaii. 

YOU MAY BE A TALIBAN IF STUFF 

Our troops in Afghanistan prove they've retained their sense of humor with the following 'YOU 
MAY BE A TALIBAN IF...' 

 You refine heroin for a living, but you have a moral objection to beer. 

 You own a $3,000 machine gun and $5,000 rocket launcher, but you can't afford shoes. 

 You have more wives than teeth. 

 You wipe your butt with your bare left hand, but consider bacon 'unclean.' 

 You think vests come in two styles: bullet-proof and suicide. 

 You can't think of anyone you HAVEN'T declared Jihad against. 

 You consider television dangerous, but routinely carry explosives In your clothing. 

 You were amazed to discover that cell phones have uses other than setting off roadside 
bombs. 

 You've ever uttered the phrase, 'I love what you've done with your cave.' 

 You have nothing against women and think every man should own at least one. 

 You bathe monthly whether necessary or not. 

 You've ever had a crush on your neighbor's goat.    
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BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA – SAVIOR OF SOCIALISM – IN WAR ZONE STUFF 

Thanks Tracy 

Body count. In the last six months  

 292 Americans killed (murdered) in Chicago 

 221 killed in Iraq.  

Who is our leadership in Chicago?  Hmm, let me see. 

Sens. Barack Obama & Dick Durbin, Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., Gov. Rod Blogojevich, House leader 
Mike Madigan, Atty. Gen. Lisa Madigan, Mayor Richard Daley - our leadership in Illinois - all 
Democrats.  

Thank you for the combat zone in Chicago. Of course they're all blaming each other. Can't 
blame Republicans, there aren't any!  

State pension fund $44 Billion in debt, worst in country.  

Cook County (Chicago) sales tax 10.25% highest in country. (Look'em up if you want).  

Chicago school system one of the worst in country.  

This is the political culture that Obama comes from in Illinois… 

…and He's gonna 'fix' Washington politics? 

QUESTIONING MY CANDIDACY – WHO AM I STUFF 

Who Am I? 

I am under 45 years old. 

I love the outdoors. 

I hunt. 

I am a Republican reformer. 

I have taken on the Republican Party establishment. 

I have many children. 

I have a spot on the national ticket as vice president with less than two years 

in the governor's office. 

Who am I? 

I am Teddy Roosevelt in 1900 

CHANGING A LIGHT BULB STUFF 

For the pathologically sick lovers of Philosophy and Quantum Mechanics. 

 

How many particles does it take to change a light bulb? 
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On some days, none (e.g. fortuitous quantum fluctuation days)... 

 

How many electrons does it take to change a light bulb? 

Don't be absurd--you have the question backwards--it's "how many light bulbs does it take to 
change an electron" silly! 

 

How many particles does it take to change a light bulb? 

What a futile question! Don't you realize that any energy exchanged between the change-er 
and the change--ee is probably going to be in the form of photons anyway?! With all that light, 
why even hassle with changing the bulb?! (Good grief, what DO they teach these folk in school 
nowadays?) 

 

How many Classic Foundationalists (epistemology) does it take to change a lightbulb? 

Depends on whether the bulb is incorrigible or not... 

 

How many Quantum physicists does it take to change a lightbulb? (version two) 

Depends on the room size--you need to fill the room first with blind-folded scientists. Then, 
upon a signal, they all remove the blindfolds and look toward the general area of the 'old' bulb. 
Then, when the waveform collapses, whoever is CLOSEST to the newly 'congealed' bulb, grabs 
it, and WITHOUT blinking, makes the change. Also, this procedure MAY required one additional 
physicist to remove a dead cat from the room 

 

How many Natural Selectionists does it take to change a lightbulb? 

Well actually, we won't even TRY to change the bulb. We will simply stop using the room that 
has the burned out bulb, and start using only rooms with FUNCTIONING bulbs. That way, over 
time, .... 

 

How many punctuated equilibrists does it take to change a lightbulb? 

Actually, they say it cannot be done-at least not for large light bulbs. But, on the other hand, 
very very small bulbs-like those in miniature Christmas trees-CAN be changed, but ONLY if they 
are placed in some very isolated spot (like a shoe box under the bed). The good news is that, if 
the conditions are right, these little bulbs change VERY RAPIDLY! (The bad news is they may not 
be bulbs when they're done.)  

 

How many chaos theorists does it take to change a light bulb? 

None, they just get the butterfly to flap its wings a SECOND time.  
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How many quantum physicists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Only one, actually, but it takes two DISTINCT steps. First, she must look in the general direction 
of the bulb (to collapse the wave function-you can't very well change a bulb scattered all over 
the room, now can you?!) and then replace it before she blinks.  

 

How many cultural constructivists does it take to change a light bulb? 

[Actually, they refused to answer, on the grounds that the joke perpetuated the myth of 
objectivity (mumbled something about an 'objective bulb'). Then told me to go read Durkheim 
in the dark. Go figure.] 

BABY BOOMERS THEN AND NOW STUFF 

Thanks Jan 

Baby Boomers: The 60's and revisited in 2008  

  

Then: Long Hair.  

Now : Longing for hair.  

  

Then: The perfect high.  

Now : The perfect high yield mutual fund.  

  

Then: Keg.  

Now : EKG.  

  

Then: Acid Rock.  

Now : Acid Reflux.  

  

Then: Moving to California because it's cool.  

Now : Moving to California because it's warm.  

  

Then: Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your parents.  

Now : Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your children.  

  

Then: Trying to look like Marlon Brando or Elizabeth Taylor.  

Now : Trying not to look like Marlon Brando or Elizabeth Taylor.  
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Then: Paar.  

Now : AARP.  

  

Then: The Grateful Dead.  

Now : Dr. Kevorkian.  

  

Then: Getting out to a new, hip joint.  

Now : Getting a new hip joint.  

  

Then: Rolling Stones.  

Now : Kidney stones.  

  

Then: Being called into the principal's office.  

Now : Calling the principal's office.  

  

Then: Parents begging you to get your hair cut.  

Now : Children begging you to get their heads shaved.  

  

Then: Passing the driver's test.  

Now : Passing the vision test.  

  

Then: "Whatever"  

Now : "Depends" 

KILL IMMORAL BROADCASTERS STUFF 

KILL IMMORAL BROADCASTERS -  

Sheikh Saleh al-Luhaidan told state-run Saudi television that the owners of radio and television 
networks broadcasting "immoral" programs may be killed.  

"It is lawful to kill... the apostles of depravity... if their evil cannot be easily removed through 
simple sanctions"  

According to this mandate virtually every broadcaster in the United States faces beheading.  

No major media outlet in the USA mentioned this outrageous statement.  
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Imagine the outrage from the media if a Christian leader even suggested immoral broadcasts 
should be censored. 

WASHINGTON BREWED THE FINANCIAL POISON STUFF 

WASHINGTON BREWED THE POISON 

 

September 19, 2008 

BLAME for the financial crisis is settling on those old standby scapegoats, Wall Street fat cats. 
So: Who should go to jail?  

The answer, as far as I can tell, is: No one - at least no one on Wall Street.  

That may turn out to be wrong. But even if a bad penny or two is in the pile, nobody will say 
this CEO or that banker is responsible for the mess. And so far nobody's aimed a bony finger of 
condemnation at any Wall Street fat cat who did anything criminal.  

Criminal stupidity is another issue entirely. But the beautiful thing about our economic system 
is that bad decisions are punished in the marketplace.  

The starting line for the parade of falling dominoes doesn't begin on Wall Street. Nor, alas, will 
the parade end there. But it really begins on the Capitol steps.  

The self-proclaimed angels in Washington will tell you they've been working tirelessly to expand 
the American dream of homeownership by making mortgages available to people unable to 
plunk down 20 percent on a house. Franklin Raines, the Clinton-appointed head of Fannie Mae 
from 1998 to 2004, made it his top priority to make mortgages easier to get for people with 
poor credit, few assets and little money for a down payment.  

The fine print to this noble intent was an ill-conceived loosening of standards. For instance, the 
Clinton administration re- interpreted the Community Reinvestment Act to politicize lending 
practices. Under the CRA, the feds forced banks to prove they weren't "redlining" (i.e., 
discriminating against minorities) by approving loans to minorities and various left-wing 
"community groups," bad risks or not.  

Sen. Phil Gramm called it a vast extortion scheme against America's banks. Still, the banks were 
perfectly happy to pass the risky loans to Raines' Fannie Mae, which was happy to buy them up.  

That's because Raines was transforming Fannie from a boring but stable institution dedicated to 
making homes more affordable into a risky venture that abused its special status as a 
"government sponsored enterprise." Fannie bought the bad loans and bundled them together 
with good ones. Wall Street was glad to buy up these mortgage securities because Fannie was 
deemed a government-insured behemoth "too big to fail." And others followed Fannie's lead.  

The current crisis stems in large part from the fact that people who shouldn't have been buying 
a home, or who bought more home than they could afford, now can't pay their bills. Their bad 
mortgages are mixed up with the good ones. And thanks in part to new post-Enron accounting 
rules, the bad mortgages have contaminated the whole pile.  
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Even if the bad mortgages weren't in the system, we'd still have the hangover from the end of 
the housing boom. But the biggest dose of poison entered the financial bloodstream through 
Washington.  

Some people warned us. In 2005, Fannie Mae revealed it overstated earnings by $10.6 billion 
and that it didn't really know what was going on. The Bush administration pushed for reforms, 
but those efforts were rebuffed by Congress, with Democrats Barney Frank and Christopher 
Dodd taking point, because Fannie and Freddie have spent millions in campaign contributions.  

In 2005, John McCain sponsored legislation to thwart what he later called "the enormous risk 
that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac pose to the housing market, the overall financial system and 
the economy as a whole."  

Barack Obama, the Senate's second-greatest recipient of donations from Fannie and Freddie 
after Dodd, did nothing.  

Meanwhile, Raines made $52 million of his $90 million compensation package thanks in part to 
fraudulent earnings statements.  

But, ah yes, the greedy criminals responsible for this mess must be somewhere on Wall Street. 

YOU KNOW YOUR ARE IN TROUBLE WHEN STUFF 

Thanks Jan 

YOU KNOW YOU'RE IN TROUBLE WHEN:  

  

- A black cat crosses your path and drops dead.  

- All your modeling jobs are for cartoonists.  

- Nothing you own is actually paid for.  

- The bird singing outside your window is a vulture.  

- The bride's family throws rocks instead of rice.  

- There are enough candles on your cake to set off your smoke alarm.  

- The health inspector condemns your office coffee maker.  

- You have to borrow from your Visa card to pay your MasterCard.  

- You have to take out a loan just to get money for the down payment.  

- You put both contacts into the same eye.  

- You wake up and your braces are stuck together. (Or,  

- You wake up and can't remember where you put your teeth).  

- Your chauffeur is on parole for car theft.  

- Your children's school calls to surrender.  

- Your doctor tells you that you're allergic to chocolate.  

- Your engagement ring is, upon closer inspection, plastic.  
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- Your plants do better when you don't talk to them.  

- You have to hitch hike to the bank to make your car payment.  

- Your suggestion box starts ticking.  

- You see the captain running toward the railing wearing a life jacket.  

- The plumber floats by on your kitchen table.  

- The pest exterminator crawls under your house and never comes out. 

UP STUFF 

Thanks Uncle Dick 

Lovers of the English language might enjoy this.  How do non-natives ever learn all the nuances 
of English???    

There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-letter word, 
and that word is "UP." It is listed in the dictionary as being used as an [adv], [prep], [adj], [n] or 
[v]. 

It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?  

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP ? Why do we speak  UP , and why are the officers UP 
for election and why is it  UP to the secretary to write UP a report? We call UP our friends and 
we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP  the silver, we warm UP the leftovers and clean UP 
the kitchen. We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP the old car.  

At other times the little word has a real special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP  for 
tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. 

To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.  

And this up is confusing:  

A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP. 

We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night.   We seem to be pretty mixed 
UP  about UP !  

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP , look the word UP in the dictionary. In a 
desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can add UP to about thirty 
definitions.  

If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take UP a 
lot of your time, but if you don't give UP , you may wind UP with a hundred or more.  

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP  . When the sun comes out we say it is 
clearing UP.  When it rains, it wets UP the earth. When it doesn't rain for awhile, things dry UP.  

One could go on & on, but I'll wrap it UP for now ....my time is UP, so time to shut UP!  

Oh...one more thing:  

What is the first thing you do in the morning & the last thing you do at night?  
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U     P 

 

Don't screw up. Send this on to everyone you look up in your address book.   

  

..........Now I'll shut UP 

PYSCHOPATH TEST STUFF 

Thanks Dave – I think  

Psychopath test.........One question.  

 Read this question, come up with an answer and then scroll down to the bottom for the result. 
This is not a trick question . It is as it reads. 

No one I know has gotten it right.  

A woman, while at the funeral of her own mother, met a man who she did not know. She 
thought he was 'amazing.' She believed him to be her dream partner so much, that she fell in 
love with him right there, but never asked for his number and could not find him. A few days 
later she killed her sister.  

Question: What was her motive for killing her sister?  

Give this some thought before you look. See answer below:  

ANSWER: 

She was hoping the guy would appear at the funeral again. If you answered this correctly, you 
think like a psychopath. This was a test by a famous American Psychologist used to test if one 
has the same mentality as a killer. 

Many arrested serial killers took part in the test and answered the question correctly. 

If you could not answer the question correctly, good for you. 

 

If you did answer correctly, please let me know so I can take you off my e-mail list.  

RIDING WITH GRANDPA STUFF 

 Grandpa had a ritual he looked forward to every Sunday morning.   

He would take his 7-year old granddaughter out for a drive in the car for some bonding time - 
just he and his little granddaughter. 

On one particular Sunday, however, he had a very bad cold and didn't feel like getting out of 
bed at all. 

Luckily, his wife came to the rescue and said that she would take their granddaughter out. 

Upon their return, the little girl anxiously ran up stairs to see her grandfather. 
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"well, did you enjoy your ride with grandma?" 

"oh yes, grandpa" the girl replied,  "and do you know what? 

we didn't see one dumb bastard, stupid sh*thead or a**hole anywhere we went today!" 

Brings a tear to your eye, doesn't it?  

SARAH PALIN – YOU CAN’T FAKE AUTHENTICITY STUFF 

You Can’t Fake Authenticity by Cal Thomas 

What is it about Sarah Palin that has gotten the liberal media’s knickers in a twist? Why are 
they criticizing, even mocking, everything from her hair to her faith? 

She is exactly what the feminists claim to want and admire in women: strong, self-assured, a 
working mom, a political leader. But wait, she is a conservative Republican and because of that 
they hate her for displaying all of the aforementioned characteristics. 

They are appalled that she would keep a Down Syndrome child when she could have aborted 
him. They are outraged when she speaks of God as if she knows Him, when their only 
acquaintance with the name is as a curse word, followed by “damn.” They are even disgusted 
that she has five children, as they think one (or maybe two) is enough. 

Sarah Palin is to the left what sunlight is to a vampire. Her high heels have knocked them back 
on the heels of their comfortable shoes. 

She has galvanized and united the social and economic conservatives, when the left thought it 
saw an unbridgeable divide between the “oil and water” elements of the Republican Party. 

The USA Today-Gallup Poll published Monday shows a ten point advantage for McCain-Palin 
among likely voters — the most important constituency. That is a remarkable turnaround when 
you consider Obama received an eight-point bounce from the Democratic Convention, which 
has now been wiped-out. 

I think it has something to do with the fact that average people, who live in what the left thinks 
of as “flyover” country, identify with a woman who has an intact, yet imperfect family. They can 
visualize her pushing a grocery cart at the supermarket and shopping at Wal-Mart. 

You can’t fake genuineness and if this trend continues, Obama and the entire Democratic Party 
— which thought it had this election in the bag — will be left to wonder over the next four 
years how they got their pockets picked by someone they arrogantly consider a yahoo from 
moose country. 

TIMES WHEN IT MIGHT BE OKAY TO USE AN EXPLETIVE STUFF 

   

Moments when it's OK to say Oh sh#t!!!  
 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 30 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 31 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME 32 

 

FINAL THOUGHT STUFF 

Random Thoughts (as if I have any other)… 

…music, “Come on Get Higher” by Matt Nathanson is my current official slow dance song with 
my bride… 

…Wall Street? People ask me and my answer is “20% substance, 80% emotion”, that simple… 

…most folks don’t realize how much incredible wealth is created by Wall Streeters in “playing” 
with the market…you simply have no idea… 

…I got back to what my Grandpa said about money – there is “good” money and there is “bad 
money”…the former is when it is generated by activities that add “value” to our economy, the 
latter is the result of machinations…accept the former, spit on the latter was his final advice on 
this subject… 

…today, Sunday, was “find gas” day in Georgia..19 of 20 gas stations were closed…no 
gas…compliments of Ike and a failed Congressional energy program…I finally got enough to 
head to the airport tomorrow… 

…yep, traveling five days a week again…getting a bit old for this type of gig but t’is what I’ve 
done my entire career… 

…had a great time in Cancun – you want a super deal, talk to Henry Smith at the Westin…more 
than a timeshare program…actually pretty darn good program… 

…been super busy of late folks, not enough time to explore the world around us, but will be 
trying nonetheless… 

…hope you have a great week where you find something that is truly new and interesting to 
you for the very first time – kind of like Christmas in September… 

Reflectively Yours, 

Don 

EXPLANATORY – YET POIGNANT - DISCLAIMER 

For those new to this mailing, this Stuff memo is an ongoing email that I periodically send out 
for no other reason than to synthesize all the "stuff" I read as well as express my views on the 
world in general and life in specific.  

It serves as an intellectual catharsis, an emotional catholicon, and a spiritual revivification.  

Bottom line, this is simply the way that I soothe the synapses.   

If you decide you don’t want to receive, simply reply with a “Thank You, No Thank You” and 
you’ll be removed from the mailing list. 


