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STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME
Hello Family and Friends:
Another Sunday...
...and...
...some Stuff that Seemed Interesting at the Time...
All the best…
Don
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REMINDER ON DONTURNER.WORDPRESS.COM STUFF
Folks, as I’ve mentioned before, “Stuff” now sits up every Sunday – give or take ‐ at the
following URL:
http://donturner.wordpress.com/
Typically “out there” by noon on Sundays – sometimes earlier, sometimes later.
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Presently, I send out a blind cc from one of my gmail accounts to notify folks – but this often
gets “kicked out” as potential SPAM by some of the Corporate and AOL filters. That is the
reason I don’t send it from my primary account.
Therefore, though I will continue to send a “bcc” to folks on my mailing list over time I would
suggest you simply check that site for the latest or learn how to establish a RSS feed.

BEST DAY OF MY LIFE EVER STUFF
I know, generally keep this “Stuff” secular – but sometimes I simply don’t care…
…this is one of those days…
….so deal with it.
+++
"The Best Day of My Life"
Today, when I awoke, I suddenly realized that this is the best day of my life, ever!
There were times when I wondered if I would make it to today; but I did!
And because I did I'm going to celebrate!
Today, I'm going to celebrate what an unbelievable life I have had so far: the accomplishments,
the many blessings, and, yes, even the hardships because they have served to make me
stronger.
I will go through this day with my head held high, and a happy heart. I will marvel at God's
seemingly simple gifts: the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the trees, the flowers, the birds.
Today, none of these miraculous creations will escape my notice.
Today, I will share my excitement for life with other people.
I'll make someone smile.
I'll go out of my way to perform an unexpected act of kindness for someone I don't even know.
Today, I'll give a sincere compliment to someone who seems down .
I'll tell a child how special he is, and I'll tell someone I love just how deeply I care for her and
how much she means to me.
Today is the day I quit worrying about what I don't have and start being grateful for all the
wonderful things I have already been given.
I'll remember that to worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God ensures everything
ill be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I'll go outside and raise my eyes to the heavens and stand in
awe at the beauty of the stars and the moon.
As the day ends and I lay my head down on my pillow, and be thankful to God for the best day
of my life.
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And I will sleep the sleep of a contented child, excited with expectation because I know
tomorrow is going to be the best day of my life, ever!
GM Lousignont

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FIRST DAY AS PRESIDENT STUFF
It is amazing to me how this comic strip actually mimics the general beliefs of many who voted
for President Barack Hussein Obama – the Savior of Socialism – and leader of the United
Socialist States of America.

WINTER PROSE STUFF
Growing up in northern Michigan, I know what “true” winter is and actually loved it.
The first big gulp of freezing air as you walk out – if it doesn’t kill you, it will certainly invigorate
you.
I remember the contemplative muse of the bright white snow framed against the stark black
barren trees.
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Though living in the North Georgia Mountains offers a different perspective of winter – it does
offer a change in season in its own way and provides that same reflective frame of mind.
Thought you would like some prose about winter that I found interesting.
+++
Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind
Act II, Scene 7 from As You Like It by William Shakespeare (1600)
Blow, blow, thou winter wind.
Thou art not so unkind
As man’s ingratitude;
Thy tooth is not so keen,
Because thou art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.
Heigh‐ho! sing, heigh‐ho! unto the green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then, heigh‐ho, the holly!
This life is most jolly.
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
That dost not bite so nigh
As benefits forgot:
Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sting is not so sharp
As friend remember’d not.
Heigh‐ho! sing,
+++
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
by Robert Frost (1923)
Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
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To watch his woods fill up with snow.
My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.
He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound's the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.
+++
Winter: A Dirge
Robert Burns (1781)
The wintry west extends his blast,
And hail and rain does blaw;
Or the stormy north sends driving forth
The blinding sleet and snaw:
While, tumbling brown, the burn comes down,
And roars frae bank to brae;
And bird and beast in covert rest,
And pass the heartless day.
“The sweeping blast, the sky o’ercast,”
The joyless winter day
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Let others fear, to me more dear
Than all the pride of May:
The tempest’s howl, it soothes my soul,
My griefs it seems to join;
The leafless trees my fancy please,
Their fate resembles mine!
Thou Power Supreme, whose mighty scheme
These woes of mine fulfil,
Here firm I rest; they must be best,
Because they are Thy will!
Then all I want—O do Thou grant
This one request of mine!—
Since to enjoy Thou dost deny,
Assist me to resign.

POST‐ELECTION PROSE STUFF
Thanks Sandy
Reflections On The Election
by J. Redd Neckerson
Election Day is over. The talking is done.
My party lost, your party won.
So let's be friends. Let arguments pass.
Republicans hug your elephant. Democrats kiss your ass.

SIX MYTHS ABOUT DETROIT AUTOMOTIVE STUFF
Thanks Uncle Dick
Okay, lot of confusion going on about the automotive industry of late. Let me offer a few
caveats prior to presenting an interesting article written by a Detroit reporter:


I come out of the Automotive Industry – graduate of General Motors Institute, I spent six
years working for Chevrolet Motor Division. Machine Operator, First‐Line Supervisor,
Process Engineer, etc – pretty much worked in every area Operations, Engineering, Plant
Maintenance. Later in my career, for three years I ran the Eastern U.S. Operations for an
engineering company that specialized in large‐scale automation design via computer

STUFF THAT SEEMED INTERESTING AT THE TIME

7

simulation modeling. In this capacity – by definition – I worked with all of the “future”
programs for the Big 3 and was involved in some of the most leading edge factories built at
the time. Bottom line, not an expert, but have some insight into the Automotive Industry.


What is the big difference between Detroit and foreign manufacturers?
–

It starts with the fact that Detroit – via retirements and forced separations – has
incurred a penalty of pensions and benefits that is twice per hour what the
“newer” companies pay

–

If Toyota had factories during the 60’s there is a good chance they would be
saddled with the same cost penalty.

–

Japanese incorporated Total Quality Management (“TQM”) right after World
War II – via Edwards Deming. American companies didn’t really start until late
70’s and early 80’s

–

Japanese companies focused on niches early on. General Motors – by way of its
Divisions (Cadillac, Oldsmobile, Buick, Pontiac, Chevorlet, GMC) had clear
segmentation that allowed them to control over 60% of the U.S market in the
60’s. Chevrolet by itself was bigger than Ford.

–

The competitive advantage segmentation of General Motors was essentially
dissolved by two self‐inflicted actions taking place in the 1980 [ED: my opinion,
these are the two “tipping points” for the demise of General Motors and the
root causes for its current predictament]:
… Firstly, in an attempt to keep the government from forcing an anti‐
monopolistic break‐up, GM took all the Assembly Plants away from the
Divisions – creating General Motors Assembly Division ‐ so that any
breakup would be impossible. In other words, if Divisions were forced to
be separate companies they could manufacture parts but couldn’t
assemble their cars. They argued it was for efficiency, but the reality is it
kept the government from moving forward with the break‐up.
… Secondly, GM engaged McKinsey & Company – an international strategy
consulting firm – to focus on restructuring options. The results, approved
by Jim McDonald, President and CEO at the time, combined all of the
Divisions into two “Super Divisions”: CPC – Chevrolet, Pontiac, and Canada;
BOC – Buick, Oldsmobile, Cadillac. This action had two effects. First was
that the car lines became less distinct – other than some chrome and
interior items they were the “same cars” going down the same line. Their
traditional buyers who were loyal to a specific division now became
confused and less loyal. Second, the competitive nature between the
divisions disappeared reducing motivation and dissolving unique divisional
cultures. [ED: when I worked for Chevrolet, driving a Buick into the lot got
you an “invite” to the Plant Manager’s office with the first question being
“what, Chevrolet not good enough for you?”. In other words, we
competed with the other GM Divisions as much as we did Ford and
Chrysler.



There is an “old boy” mentality in Detroit. Yes, Nardelli is from GE and Home Depot but he
is managing an Executive Infrastructure that needs a true “shake‐up” in perspective and
approach in designing and making cars.



The UAW is not without blame, they have methodically “squeezed” the Big 3 every couple of
years for more and more contract gains without any particular plan or intent to:
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Improve their constituent’s productivity – “that is management’s job” they’ll say

–

Proactively understand and promote the differences in U.S. versus Japanese
management styles
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I could go on, but let me off this. I come out of the automotive industry – I’ll always be a “car
guy.” It is in my blood.
It is a shame what has happened to the industry that – along with aerospace – was truly
pioneered and grown to international proportions by the U.S.
As with all things, time will tell. I do think that a “bailout” is not the right path until itself.
Bottom line, if it was up to me, I would:


File Chapter 11 – buys time and everyone knows they will come out of Chapter 11
successfully. If the government wants to offer special stipulations under Chapter 11
Restructuring Laws then I’m okay with this. I’m not into writing a blank check for $25 billion.



Shareholders to take a long hard look on the Management of these companies and act
accordingly. Fresh ideas and approaches are needed desperately



UAW get a reality check and realize that if they aren’t part of the solution, they are part of
the problem. They need to proactively focus on increasing the skills, techniques, and
processes of their constituents so that once again they are the most productive workers in
the world. They were before, they can be again.

All this said, following is a good article. Hope you enjoy it, seemed interesting at the time.
6 myths about the Detroit 3
BY MARK PHELAN • FREE PRESS COLUMNIST • November 17, 2008
The debate over aid to the Detroit‐based automakers is awash with half‐truths and
misrepresentations that are endlessly repeated by everyone from members of Congress to
journalists. Here are six myths about the companies and their vehicles, and the reality in each
case.
Myth No. 1
Nobody buys their vehicles.
Reality
General Motors Corp., Ford Motor Co. and Chrysler LLC sold 8.5 million vehicles in the United
States last year and millions more around the world. GM outsold Toyota by about 1.2 million
vehicles in the United States last year and holds a U.S. lead over Toyota of about 560,000 so far
this year. Globally, GM in 2007 remained the world's largest automaker, selling 9,369,524
vehicles worldwide ‐‐ about 3,000 more than Toyota.
[ED: It is interesting that around 20 years ago General Motors could have purchased Toyota
“lock, stock, and barrel” for less than one year’s profits]
Ford outsold Honda by about 850,000 and Nissan by more than 1.3 million vehicles in the
United States last year.
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Chrysler sold more vehicles here than Nissan and Hyundai combined in 2007 and so far this
year.
Myth No. 2
They build unreliable junk.
Reality
The creaky, leaky vehicles of the 1980s and '90s are long gone. Consumer Reports recently
found that "Ford's reliability is now on par with good Japanese automakers." The independent
J.D. Power Initial Quality Study scored Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Ford, GMC, Mercury, Pontiac
and Lincoln brands' overall quality as high or higher than that of Acura, Audi, BMW, Honda,
Nissan, Scion, Volkswagen and Volvo.
Power rated the Chevrolet Malibu the highest‐quality midsize sedan. Both the Malibu and Ford
Fusion scored better than the Honda Accord and Toyota Camry.
Myth No. 3
They build gas‐guzzlers.
Reality
All of the Detroit Three build midsize sedans the Environmental Protection Agency rates at 29‐
33 miles per gallon on the highway. The most fuel‐efficient Chevrolet Malibu gets 33 m.p.g. on
the highway, 2 m.p.g. better than the best Honda Accord. The most fuel‐efficient Ford Focus
has the same highway fuel economy ratings as the most efficient Toyota Corolla. The most fuel‐
efficient Chevrolet Cobalt has the same city fuel economy and better highway fuel economy
than the most efficient non‐hybrid Honda Civic. A recent study by Edmunds.com found that the
Chevrolet Aveo subcompact is the least expensive car to buy and operate.
Myth No. 4
They already got a $25‐billion bailout.
Reality
None of that money has been lent out and may not be for more than a year. In addition, it can,
by law, be used only to invest in future vehicles and technology, so it has no effect on the
shortage of operating cash the companies face because of the economic slowdown that's killing
them now.
Myth No. 5
GM, Ford and Chrysler are idiots for investing in pickups and SUVs.
Reality
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The domestic companies' lineup has been truck‐heavy, but Toyota, Nissan, Mercedes‐Benz and
BMW have all spent billions of dollars on pickups and SUVs because trucks are a large and
historically profitable part of the auto industry. The most fuel‐efficient full‐size pickups from
GM, Ford and Chrysler all have higher EPA fuel economy ratings than Toyota and Nissan's full‐
size pickups.
Myth No. 6
They don't build hybrids.
Reality
The Detroit Three got into the hybrid business late, but Ford and GM each now offers more
hybrid models than Honda or Nissan, with several more due to hit the road in early 2009.

FINAL COUNTY BY COUNTY PRESIDENTIAL RESULTS STUFF

HOW BIG IS WAL‐MART STUFF
Have you ever sat down and thought about just how big Sam Walton’s store is now? Well
Bucko, if you haven’t, consider:
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1. At Wal‐Mart, Americans spend $36,000,000 every hour of every day ‐ this works out to
$20,928 profit every minute!
2. Wal‐Mart will sell more from January 1 to St. Patrick's Day (March 17th) than Target
sells all year.
3. Wal‐Mart is bigger than Home Depot + Kroger + Target + Sears + Costco + K‐Mart
combined.
4. Wal‐Mart employs 1.6 million people and is the largest private employer. And most
can't speak English
5. Wal‐Mart is the largest company in the history of the World.
6. Wal‐Mart now sells more food than Kroger & Safeway combined, and keep in mind they
did this in only 15 years.
7. During this same period, 31 Supermarket chains sought bankruptcy (including Winn‐
8. Wal‐Mart now sells more food than any other store in the world.
9. Wal‐Mart has approx 3,900 stores in the USA of which 1,906 are Super Centers; this is
1,000 more than it had 5 years ago.
10. This year, 7.2 billion different purchasing experiences will occur at a Wal‐Mart store.
(Earth's population is approximately 6.5 billion.)
11. 90% of all Americans live within 15 miles of a Wal‐Mart
12. Let Wal‐Mart bail out Wall Street

NEW POST PRESIDENT OBAMA FOOD PRODUCT STUFF
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IT IS YOUR MOVE – A PARENTS NOTE STUFF
Sent this to my Son and Daughter‐in‐Law – they are such phenomenal parents to my three
grandkids.
Bottom line, I really like this…
…hope you do too…
+++
It's Your Move...
To my child:
I gave you life but cannot live it for you
I can teach you things but I cannot make you learn
I can give you directions but I cannot always be there to lead you
I can allow you freedom but cannot account for it
I can take you to church but I cannot make you
believe
I can teach you right from wrong but I cannot always
decide for you
I can buy you beautiful clothes but I cannot make
you lovely inside
I can offer you advice but I cannot accept it for you
I can give you love but I cannot force it upon you
I can teach you to be a friend but I cannot make you one
I can teach you to share but I cannot make you
unselfish
I can teach you respect but I cannot force you to
show honor
I can grieve about your report card but I cannot
doubt your teachers
I can advise you about friends but I cannot choose
them for you
I can teach you about sex but I cannot keep you pure
I can tell you the facts of life but I cannot build your reputation
I can tell you about drinking but I cannot say no for you
I can warn you about drugs but I cannot prevent you from using them
I can tell you about lofty goals but I cannot achieve them for you
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I can let you baby‐sit but I cannot be responsible for your actions
I can teach you kindness but I cannot force you to be gracious
I can warn you about sin but I cannot make you moral
I can love you as a son/daughter but I cannot place you in God's family
I can pray for you but I cannot make you walk with God
I can teach you about Jesus but I cannot make Him your Savior
I can teach you to obey but I cannot make Jesus your Lord
I can tell you how to live but I cannot give you Eternal Life
‐‐‐
You see, I can only do so much. Now it's your move.
Thanks for listening,
YOUR PARENTS

BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT APPEARS TO CURE AIDS
File this one under “Good News” stuff – from Discovery Channel News.
+++

Bone Marrow Transplant Appears to Cure AIDS
Patrick McGroarty, Associated Press

Nov. 13, 2008 ‐‐ An American man who suffered from AIDS appears to have been cured of the
disease 20 months after receiving a targeted bone marrow transplant normally used to fight
leukemia, his doctors said.
While researchers ‐‐ and the doctors themselves ‐‐ caution that the case might be no more than
a fluke, others say it may inspire a greater interest in gene therapy to fight the disease that
claims 2 million lives each year. The virus has infected 33 million people worldwide.
Dr. Gero Huetter said Wedneday his 42‐year‐old patient, an American living in Berlin who was
not identified, had been infected with the AIDS virus for more than a decade. But 20 months
after undergoing a transplant of genetically selected bone marrow, he no longer shows signs of
carrying the virus.
"We waited every day for a bad reading," Huetter said.
It has not come. Researchers at Berlin's Charite hospital and medical school say tests on his
bone marrow, blood and other organ tissues have all been clean.
However, Dr. Andrew Badley, director of the HIV and immunology research lab at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minn., said those tests have probably not been extensive enough.
"A lot more scrutiny from a lot of different biological samples would be required to say it's not
present," Badley said.
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This isn't the first time marrow transplants have been attempted for treating AIDS or HIV
infection. In 1999, an article in the journal Medical Hypotheses reviewed the results of 32
attempts reported between 1982 and 1996. In two cases, HIV was apparently eradicated, the
review reported.
Huetter's patient was under treatment at Charite for both AIDS and leukemia, which developed
unrelated to HIV.
As Huetter ‐‐ who is a hematologist, not an HIV specialist ‐‐ prepared to treat the patient's
leukemia with a bone marrow transplant, he recalled that some people carry a genetic
mutation that seems to make them resistant to HIV infection. If the mutation, called Delta 32, is
inherited from both parents, it prevents HIV from attaching itself to cells by blocking CCR5, a
receptor that acts as a kind of gateway.
"I read it in 1996, coincidentally," Huetter told reporters at the medical school. "I remembered
it and thought it might work."
Roughly one in 1,000 Europeans and
Americans have inherited the mutation
from both parents, and Huetter set out
to find one such person among donors
that matched the patient's marrow
type. Out of a pool of 80 suitable
donors, the 61st person tested carried
the proper mutation.
Before the transplant, the patient
endured powerful drugs and radiation
to kill off his own infected bone marrow
cells and disable his immune system ‐‐ a
treatment fatal to between 20 and 30
percent of recipients.
He was also taken off the potent drugs
used to treat his AIDS. Huetter's team
feared that the drugs might interfere with the new marrow cells' survival. They risked lowering
his defenses in the hopes that the new, mutated cells would reject the virus on their own.
Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infections Diseases in the U.S.,
said the procedure was too costly and too dangerous to employ as a firstline cure. But he said it
could inspire researchers to pursue gene therapy as a means to block or suppress HIV.
"It helps prove the concept that if somehow you can block the expression of CCR5, maybe by
gene therapy, you might be able to inhibit the ability of the virus to replicate," Fauci said.
David Roth, a professor of epidemiology and international public health at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said gene therapy as cheap and effective as current drug
treatments is in very early stages of development.
"That's a long way down the line because there may be other negative things that go with that
mutation that we don't know about."
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Even for the patient in Berlin, the lack of a clear understanding of exactly why his AIDS has
disappeared means his future is far from certain.
"The virus is wily," Huetter said. "There could always be a resurgence."

THIS IS TRUE STUFF
Further empirical evidence of the absurdity one can find if you simply look around you.
+++
I'LL BET YOU CAN'T CRUNCH JUST ONE: A Frito Lay delivery truck was driving through
Georgetown County, S.C., when the driver noticed a car in front of him had slowed down to
make a turn. He couldn't stop in time, so he swerved into the oncoming traffic lane. Sure
enough, the potato chip delivery man managed to hit the only other vehicle on the road head‐
on: another Frito Lay delivery truck. Both trucks suffered severe damage, but the unnamed
drivers received just minor injuries. (Georgetown Times) ...Huh: I wonder what could have
cushioned them?
ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION: A resident of Halifax, N.S., Canada, was awakened at 3:30 a.m. by
two men who smashed through his front door and demanded money. The unidentified victim
said he didn't have any cash, but offered to go to a bank machine and get some. The two
intruders agreed to wait, and the man called police as soon as he was outside. Alexander
Reddick, 51, and Dennis States, 53, have pleaded not guilty to breaking and entering, and
robbery. (Halifax Chronicle Herald) ...Whereas in the U.S., it's "I don't have any money, but let
me get my valuable pistol out of my drawer...."
CLOSE COMBAT: Frank Garren, 34, was walking through a park in Springfield, Ill., with his
girlfriend when he saw an "enormous" squirrel in a tree. Garren, who has hunted squirrels
before, made a squirrel call to get its attention ‐‐ and to impress his girlfriend. "Whatever I said
in squirrel language must have made him mad," he says, since it jumped on his head. All he saw
was fur and eyes until the rambunctious rodent ran off. "I never thought a squirrel could kick
my ass," Garren said, noting his girlfriend was "rolling on the ground laughing" until she saw he
was bleeding. He went to a hospital for treatment, but declined a rabies shot ‐‐ the 6'4" former
Army sergeant is an Iraq war veteran who earned a Purple Heart, and says he's "current on all
of my shots." (Springfield State Journal‐Register) ...Typical macho soldier: he always wants to
call the shots.

WHAT YOUR COMPUTER IS TRYING TO TELL YOU STUFF
Given the fact that after a 12 year hiatus I’m moving back to the Mac and this really doesn’t
aply to me anymore, I still thought it was entertaining.
…
What Your Computer is trying to Tell You:
It says: "Press Any Key"
It means: "Press any key you like but I'm not moving."
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It says: "Fatal Error. Please contact technical support quoting error no. 1A4‐2546512430E"
It means: "... where you will be kept on hold for 30 minutes, only to be told that it's a hardware
problem."
It says: "Installing program to C:\...."
It means: "... And I'll also be writing a few files into c:\windows and c:\windows\system where
you'll NEVER find them."
It says: "Please insert disc 3"
It means: "Because I know there are only 2 discs."
It says: "Not enough memory"
It means: "I don't CARE if you've got 2GB of RAM, I want to use the bit below 640K."
It says: "Cannot read from drive D:...."
It mea ns: "... However, if you put the CD in right side up..."
It says: "Please Wait...."
It means: "... Indefinitely."
It says: "Directory does not exist...."
It means: ".... any more. Whoops."
It says: "The application caused an error. Choose Ignore or Close."
It means: "....Makes no difference to me, you're still not getting your work back. Kiss your
afternoon goodbye..."

THE LAW IS THE LAW – “SO BE IT” STUFF
Okay, so I am in a non‐secular frame of mind – just going to have to humor me.
+++
So if the US government determines that it is against the ! law for the words "under God"to be
on our money, then, so be it.
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And if that same government decides that th Ten Commandments are not to be used in or on a
government installation, then, so be it.
I say,'so be it, because I would like to be a law abiding US citizen.
I say,'so be it, because I would like to think that smarter people than I are in positions to make
good decisions.
I would like to think that those people have the American public's best interests at heart.
BUT, YOU KNOW WHAT ELSE I'D LIKE?
Since we can't pray to God, can't Trust in God and cannot post His Commandments in
Government buildings,I don't believe the Government and its employees should participate in
the Easter and Christmas celebrations which honor the God that our government is eliminating
from many facets of American life I 'd like my mail delivered on Christmas, Good Friday,
Thanksgiving & Easter. After all, it's just another day I'd like the US Supreme Court to be in
session on Christmas, Good Friday, Thanksgiving & Easter as well as Sundays. After all, it's just
another day.
I'd like the Senate and the House of Representatives to not have to worry about getting home
for the 'Christmas Break. After all it's just another day.
I'm thinking that a! lot of my taxpayer dollars could be saved, if all government offices &
services would work on Christmas, Good Friday & Easter. It shouldn't cost any overtime since
those would be just like any other day of the week to a government that is trying to Be
politically correct.
In fact....
I think that our government should work on Sundays(initially set aside for worshipping God...)
because, after all, our government says that it should be just another day...
What do y’all think????
If this idea gets to enough people, maybe our elected officials will stop giving in to the 'minority
opinions' and begin, once again, to represent the 'majority' of ALL of the American people.
SO BE IT...........

FINAL THOUGHT STUFF
Random Thoughts (as if I have any other)…
…yes, the Holiday Season is officially upon us…
…long‐time readers of this weekly diatribe will know of my love for Christmas…not the
commercials and buying frenzy that makes a piranha attack look like an ice cream social, but
the “Spirit”, the music, the movies…I love it all…
…rewatch every one of the classic Christmas movies every year…in fact, watching “Going My
Way” with Bing Crosby as I write this…
…will write more next week, but do so love this Season…
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…had a truly “magical” weekend of last – took the two oldest grandchildren to Disney World for
a quick Saturday/Sunday adventure…seeing the Magic Kingdom and EPCOT through the eyes of
3 ¾ and 5 year olds is one of the true rewards of grandparenthood…had a fantastic time…
…even saw my namesake – yep, I was named after Donald Duck…one of my favorite souvenirs
is an autographed picture of Donald Duck that says “To Don, From Donald #1”…sits on my desk
with several Donald Duck statues..
…the 5 year old mentioned prior to going that he wanted to go
to Disney World, China, and Mexico – without any
prompting…well, he got his wish and made it to all three in just
two short days…
…Love Disney World…one of the few places where I can go and
forget about war, crime, politics and every other thing tends to
bring one down…Disney World is a world of goodness, purity,
and a way to melt even the most adult‐hardened heart and
bring out the kid that is inside of all of us out to play…
…it seems that if you don’t watch it, the years make it harder
and harder to bring out the “kid to play”…we become focused
on the “adult stuff” that permeates – and in many ways
suffocates – the world around us…
…when is the last time you let the “kid out to play?”…
…been awhile I bet…
…maybe during this Holiday Season you can try to use the mood of the season to bring out your
kid to play…
Reflectively Yours,
Don

EXPLANATORY – YET POIGNANT ‐ DISCLAIMER
For those new to this mailing, this Stuff memo is an ongoing email that I periodically send out
for no other reason than to synthesize all the "stuff" I read as well as express my views on the
world in general and life in specific.
It serves as an intellectual catharsis, an emotional catholicon, and a spiritual revivification.
Bottom line, this is simply the way that I soothe the synapses.
If you decide you don’t want to receive, simply reply with a “Thank You, No Thank You” and
you’ll be removed from the mailing list.

